4 "" . 0-7 oO 
_ 
BEST NAME 


O N 
EARTH 
Together with ſeverall 0- 
ther Sermons lately prea: 


ched at St. Brides ; and 
in other places, 
By T. Fuller, Batchelour 


in Divinite. 


SS 
SY BY 


Ir On 


London Printed for thenſe and benefit of 
Willam Byron,Gent, 1659. 


- ws —_ - - 
uy by 


| 
- 


{ 


oy} 
| 


[ 


a he 
{ 

- | 

42 

; 

| 


II 


-.- 


Bu: 7 #4. RNC1O 148 89 14's F-<0R8 w/ence cam 
Fon y Sacred, F2717 Be ( breT 11 271 ” Narmd 


_— QrVantze i” UN ONCTAHMCOUS (4207 17.41 
of C o > « 0 ©./ 
TO, at inten), 02070) 10 TEMP NOT CAREC AWVAY. 

2 
3.0, 


©, FH » State On Excu IOS7 
p 


ANTIOC HIA. 
» 
: | k WED ' D —_ [2 an nes YH 2 wo = a. F ha _—_ 
ED T — Faw, - 
——_ hs | 'l - _— 
\ 8% , ; : 
lh, RN A RI i "WF bf "lf 
| " - ly Srerrinl "2 =) 4; Mt Hh 
| A Fr 
2 -* hl 


| 


Ja 


2 


C 4 os =—_ ; 


ox © antabrigue? 


| | 


* 


- 
The 


Beſt name on Earth, 


Acts 11. 26. 
And the Diſciples were called 


Chriſtians firſt in Antioch. 


PF E meet with four 

(7+ /, names in Scti- 

© VM Ve pure whereby the 
2. OTE. ſervants of God 
converted toembrace the Goſpel, 
were called, before the time that 
my text was written, Thele took 
their denominations from the 
four Cardinall graces ſo neceſſary to 


mans ſalvation. 
I. From their Holinefle 225 Sunts. 


2 OP their Faith LO —_— 
2. Fromtheir Love X* I, The Brethren, 
4+ From their Knowledge (5 C The Diſciples. 


From their Holineſſe called Saints, 
ES B Acts 


2 Thebeſt name on Earth, 
Adts 9. 13. 1 have heard by many of 
this man, how much evil he hath dine to 


thy Saints at Jeruſalem. A&ts g. 32. 
He came down alſo to the Saints which 
dwels at Lydda- 

From ar Faith called Belie- 
vers, Ats 5. 14. And believers were 
the more added to the Lord, multitudes 
both of men and women. 

From their Love called the Bre. 
thren, Afts 9. 30» Which when the 
brethy en knew, they brought him down 
to (eſarea, and ſent him forth to Tar- 


fus. Aﬀts 11. 1. And the Apoſtles 
and brethren that were in Iudea heard 


that the Gentiles had alſo received the 
word of God. 

From their Anowledye called the 
diſciples, The number of the diſciples 
was multiplied, A&ts 6 2. ( alled the 


multitude of the diſciples unto them. 
And 


The beſt name on Barth. ; 

And in my text, And the diſciples 

were called Chriſtians firſt im An- 
tich, 

2, Obſerve in the words, 

1, Who wete called The Diſci- 
ples : all chey, and onely they, 

2, What they were called, Chri- 
ſrians: 

3. Where they were called, at 
Antioch, 

4. And laſtly, when they were 
called ; Firſt, neither ſoon-r nor 
later , but juſt now when the 
Church ſo increaſed with the 
preaching of Saul and Barna- 
bas, 

We will chiefly infift on theſe. 
con4 and third parts ; and therein 
for the more conveniency, invert 
the Ocder,and begin firſt with the 
place called Antioch. 
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4 Thebeſt name on Farth, 


3. Firſt then Negatively, not at 
Jeruſalem, and that for two rea- 
ſons. | 

Firſl,becauſe Ieruſalem had lately 
loſt its credit with the great God 
of Heaven, it was become Bank- 
rupt in its reputation for het in- 
gratitude to God, and cruelty to 
his ſervants, Matthew 23. 37. 0 
Jeruſalem, leruſalem, Thou that kille5t 


the prophets, and ſtoneſt them which 


are ſent unto thee ; how often would | 
haye gathered thy children together, 
even as a ben gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not ? 


Behold, your houſe is left unto you de- 


ſolate. Yea it was utterly unfit 


char the name of (hriſtians ſhould 
begin, or be born in that place 
where ( brit was lo cruelly put 
to death, 
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The beſt name on Earth, 5 

4. Secondly, becauſe Jeruſalem 
was of a covetous, envious, and in- 
groſsing nature, ready to monopo. 
lize and incloſe all honour to it 
ſelf. So that had the name of Chri- 
Sans firſt begun within the walls 
of Teruſalem, the Jews would have 
been ready alone co lay claim 
thereunto, excluding the Gentiles 
to haye any participation therein. 
As (briſt therefore ſuffered with- 
out the walls of Jeruſalem, thereby 
proclaiming himſelt a publick 
- Food, not appropriated to that 
private nation, and for the lame 
cauſes the name of Chriſtians be. 
gan not at Jeruſalem but at 4n- 
twch, 

5. Secondly , Nepatively , The 
name began not at Rome. O how 
would the tide of Tybur have 
| B 3 ſwol- 
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; The beſt riame on Barth. 
ſwollen beyond bounds and 
banks,had the name of Chriſt firſt 
begun from chat Citie * How 
would the papiſts boaſt ( though 
not without ſome caule ) yet be- 
yond all meaſure, that Rome in a 
manner was the godmether of true 
Religion, & gave her the name of 
Chriftianity ? If a father cannot 
in his writings vail his bonnet in 
acivil reſpe&to the citie of Rome, 
and give it a regardfull ſalucation, 
becaule it was the imperiall ci- 
tie of che world; . if an anci- 
ent Eccleliaſticall Hiſtorian can- 
not giveita Rhetoricall comple- 
ment, in reſpect it was ſo famous 
a Church, and moſt ancient Pa- 
triarchall Seat , having 'prece- 
dency before, though not ſuperi- 
ority above, all other Churches; 
| I 


The beſt name on Barth. 7 
I ay, if in ſuch caſes their exprel- 
ſions are hailed and tugged by. po. 
piſh paraſites , to hgnihe ( con» 
trary co the mind of the ſpeakers) 
the primacy and infallibility of 
the Romiſh Church : how would 
they ere now have hollowed it in- 
to the eares of deat men,6& impe- 
riouſly upbraided the Church of 
England, if the name of Chriſti- 
ans had its riſe from Rome, and 
originall in the walls thereof? 
But God hath marred their mark; 
and payred their pride, and blaſted 
their boaſting: Chriſtians were firſt 
ſo called, not at Rome but at An- 
tioch. 

6: Here letus enquire orderly 
Into two things, 

1, What was Antioch. 


2, What 1s Antioch. 
B 4 What 
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What was it? I confeſle there 
be many cities in 4 of that 
name, no fewer then ſeven and 
twenty, which I could eaſily de- 
monſtrate, were it net my work 
to preach heaven unto you,and not 
to read a Geography Lefture. 

7. The reaſon why there were 
{o many Antioches is this, becauſe 
there were two Autiochuſſes ſuccel- 
tively, both puifſant princes and 
eminent Emperours ot Aſia, who 
founding, repairing, and enlarge- 
ing ſeyerall cities, called them all 


after their owa name. Beſides, 


p, 


they had many friends and fa. 

yourices who to ingratiate them- 

ſelves with theſe princes , called 

the cities of their own erection 
after the names of Antiochus. 

8, But the Autiochia mentioned 

Eos 
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The bef name on Barth. 9 
in the text, is certainly known to 
be Antiochia in( eloyria,lo called, 
becaule lying ina hollow vale in- 
terpoled between the mountains 
of Libanus and Antilibanus. 

It was commonly called_Antioch 
the great, and was a Metropolis for 
trade in thole Eaſtern parts, 

9. Come we now to conſider 
what is Antioch. 
lr isa pittifull inconſiderable 

village, famous onely for whar it 
hath been ; the Churches therein 
are buried in their own Church- 
yards. It fallerh ſo much under 
the notice of a Geographer, that it 
fallech not under it generally; o- 
mitted in moſt Mapps , except 
{ome Charitable ones, which are 
pleaſed in pitic to take cogni- 
Zance thereof. 

Yea, 
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10 Thebeſt name on Earth, 
Yea, which is worſt of all, a 
ſaund Chriſtian and orthodox 
in his judgement, is hardly to be 
found in that'citie where Chri- 
ſtianity firſt began. Ic is atthis 


day infected with Mahumetiſme, 


and ſuch few ſorry Chriſtians as 


remain therein, arc infected in the | 


Fundamenralls of Religion: for 
they follow the Greek Church, 


and deny the procefſion of the ho- 


ly ſpirit from the ſonne, the ſc- | 


cond perſqgn in the Trinity, 
H/eio. To teach humility to 
all places of greatneſſe , not to 
confide in their own populoul- 
neſle, but to walk in bumility be. 
fore God, ſecing Antioch the great, 
that voluminous citie, is now e- 
pitomized to nothing : yea, we 


may generally obſerye , that all 
| cities 
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cities that wear the ſirname of 
Great, are beheld by God with a 
jealous eye: partly becauſe great- 
neſſe is a lower-ot the Crown of 
heaven ; partly becauſe great cj- 
ties prelume on their popu- 
louſneſle to be great fimmers, hoe 
q ping in vain thar their greatneſle 
$ will procure them an AF of In- 
demnity , and God be. moved to 
let them alone , rather then to pu- 
q niſh ſo many, enough to make 
the ſword of his Juſtice turn 
edge, betore,it can cut through 
them, 

11. The premiſes I ſay haye 
moyed the great God of heayen 
to hold a ſtrict eye, and heavy 
hand oyer all cities farnamed 
Great; whileſt leſler places, Zoars, 
elcape beſt in general judgements: 
Nineveb 


7, The beſt name %n Earth, 


Nineveh the great, Jonah 3. 3. Ha- 
math the great, Rabbah the great, 
Babylon the great, Revel. 18. 2. No 
the infinite, Nahum 3.9. And An- 
tioch; by , humane wricers called 
Antiochia magua, are all reduced to 
ruines. 

12, Give me leave to ſay tothis 
citie of London, as Darius did to 
Daniel ina holy complement, O Dart- 
us, live for ever, that is , ( under- 
ſtand it a finite ever) might he, in 
life, bealth, and proſperity, continue 
ro the utmoſt poſlibiliry of na. 
ture. So ſay I, O London, laſt for 
ever, may it flouriſh as long as 
any place hath a ſubſiſtence in 
this ſublunary world , how- 
ever, let it not be high minded, 
but fear, ſeeing ' Yntioch a place 
as plentifall , as puiſſant , as 


pO- 
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The beſt name on Barth. 13 
populous, is now dwingled away 
ro an inconſ1derable village. 
13. Come we now to the name 
of Chriſtians : 
| This will bear a double debate, 
firſt, whether it was impoſed by 
the enemies - of the Church in 


I ſcorn.and derifion, or whether 
8 the Church it (elf did afſume icas 


an a& of their own elefion and 
approbation. 

14. I conceive the firſt utterly 
improbable : for had the perſecu- 
rours of the Church, the depra- 
vers of goodneſſe and good men, 
given a name unto them, they 
would have invented and impo- 
ſed one more defamatory , of 
greater ſhame and diſgrace, as to 
call them Heyeticks, Nazarites,Cru- 


©.cififians, and the like 3 and norlo 


noble 


_— 


noble a name as 


14 . The beſt namt on Earth. 
( briſtians. 

By the way we tnay obſerye, 
that the word ( hriſtian is uſed 
twice in the Bible, of if you will, 
but once and an half. Once, 


2Per. 4-16. Net if any man ſuffer as a 


Chriſtian, let him not be aſhamed, but 
tet him glorifie God on this behalf. 
The half time, Acts 26.28. when 
Agrippa faid, Thou haſt perſwaded me 
almoſt to be a Chriſtian. In both 
which places we find the word 


| taken in an honourable accepri- 


on, nothing of ſhame being im- 
ported therein; which perſwades 
us to believe, the name was never 
faſtened on Gods ſervants by 
their profeſſed enemies. "+ 

A ſecond enquiry ſucceeds, 
Viz © 

15. Whether this name was by 


divine | 
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The beſt name on Earth. 15 

divine injuntion immediately 
beſtowed upon them, or whether 
the Church meeting together, by 
a prudentiall A&, with a joinr 
conſent aſſumed it upon them- 
ſelves. 

[ confelle at the firſt reading, I 
conceived the text in the Original 
favoured the former, where I read 
Ypllemioni 7s myaTor Of Avmoyuc Tos 
haures Rptotalous - noW Yonge mi ons 
ſometimes containeth divine in- 
ſpiration therein, and is ſo uſed 
Matth.2.12, Kai Yonuanoberes: And 
being warned of Gdd na dream. This, 
I ſay, inclined me to believe the 
name of Chriſtians to be revealed 
from God, and by him immedi. 
ately impoſed on the diſciples, | 

15. But on fecond thoughts, I 
find the word ſometimes ro im- 
port 
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16 The beſt nam? on Barth, 
port no more then a plain deng- 


mination. And ſo it is uſed,Rom. 
7. 3}. HOnaAs ymuanIA, (he ſhall be 
called an adultereſſegwhich moyerh 
me to believe, that without any 
ſuch immediate revelation from 
heaven, inan extrao:dinary man- 


' ner, in the manifeſtation of Gods 
will, the Apoſt'es there preſent, 


by the afliftance of Gods ſpirit 
within them, and the generall 


conſent of the Church about 


them, aſſumed that name upon 
themlelves. _ | 

17. Poflibly becauſe many be- 
lieved, ſome of the Circumciſion 
and ſome. of the WUncircumciſion, 
and becaule Gentiles was a name 
odious tothe Fews, and Jews of. 
fenſive to the Gentiles : therefore 
the word Chriſtians was pitcht up- 
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| The beſt name on Earth. ' 17 

on as common to both, to bury 
the former names under-it : for 
though Iz» and Gentile did eyer 
remain as words of civildiſtin&i- 
on, they were henceforward abo- 
liſhed, as terms of hatefull diſpa- 
rity» 

Queſt. 18. But 'why were they 
not called Fatherigns from God 
the Father, or holy Ghoſtians from 
the holy Ghoſt ? why onely ( bri. 
ſtians from Chriſt the ſecond 'per* 
ſonin the Trinity ? here, if any 
return that they are too harſh and 
4ll ſounding, roo troubleſome and 
tedious to be pronounced, the an- 
ſwer is in no degree - ſatisfaCtory 
to the queſtion. 

For, firſt, were our tongues as 
long accuſtomed to the pronun- 
clation of thele words, as they 

C have 


18 The beſt name on Barth. © 


have been uſed to the word Chri- 
ſtian, a very liſping ' utterance 
would eaſily be able to expreſſe 
them. 
Secondly, we in England with- 
in theſe laſt fifteen yeares, have ac- 
quainted our tongues with as 
hard terms, with as numerous 
ſyllables, 8 ſore of Latine, others 
of Greek extraction,(Presbyterians, 
Antinomians, Independents, Repreſen- 
ratives, &c. ) and yet theſe go 
down glb with usin our com- 
mon diſcourſe. 
Anſw. 19. The true anſwer is 


| this,, we are called Chriſtians 


from that perſon in the Trinity, 
that hath merited moſt in the re- 


-  demption of mankind. 


20, And here farre be it from 
me to make odious compariſons 


be- 


| 
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| The ft name on Earth. 19 
betwixr the perfons._ in the Trini- 
ty, and their deſetts towards us, 
which have moſt indeared us un- 
to them. That perſon who hath 
done leaſt forus, hath done more 
forusthen we can requite , then 
we can deſerve, then we can ex- 
_ then we can conceive; 

owever, may duſt and aſhes in 
all humility confeſſe this moſt ne. 
ceflary and comfortable truth,chat 
Chriſt the ſecond perlon in the 
Trinity, is the beſt friend we have 
inthe (Court of Heaven, and hath 
both done and ſuffered moſt in 


the cffeRting our ſalvation, 


21, Thence is thit expreſſion 
of David, Pſalme 110. 1. The 
Lord ſaid unto my Lord , ſit thou at 
my right hand, untill I make thy ene- 


mies thy foorſtool. The Lord, thatis, 
£2 C 2 God 


20 


e beſt name on Barth, + 
God the Father, ſaid to my Lord, that 
isto God the Sonne, to Teſus ( briſt; 
indeed one can take bur little 
comfort in the Lord, if not for my 
Lords intercefſion. The Lord conl1-. 
dered in his greatneſſe and juſtice, 
is our enraged enemy, affording 
us cauſe of fear and (adneſle, till 
beheld as reconciled in our Lord 
unto us. | 
22, Now it will plainly appear, 
that Chriſt hath performed moſt 
for mankind in order to our Sal- 
vation. 
- For, firft, in operibus ad extra, in 
all outward” a&tions, (hriſt the ſe- 


cond perſon in Trinity hath an equall 


{hare with the other two. Thus 
Chriſt, as well as the other two per- 
ſons in Trinity, \ created the World, 
and all therein, John 1.1, 2,3. In 

| the 
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the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was With God, and the- word was 
Gol, The ſame was in the beginning 
with God. All things were made by 
han, and Without him was not any 
thing made that was made. 

23. Secondly, we are juſtified 
by Chriſt, as well as by God the 
Father, Gal. 2, 17. But if while 
we ſeek to be juſtified by ( briſt, we our 
ſelves are alſo found ſinners, is there- 
fore Chriſt the miniſter of ſinne? Goa 
orbid. | 
/ 24. Thirdly, we are {antified 
by Chriſt as well as by the hol) 
Ghoſt : for as it is ſaid, Rom. 15.16. 
Being ſanfified by the holy Ghoſt, (o 
it is ſaid, 1 Cor, x. 2, To them that 
are ſanftified through Chriſt eſus. 

25- Hitherto we have proved, 
That Chriſts. goodneſſe came para- 

C 3 lell 


22 The beſt name on Barth. 
lell with the other 0 perſons in 
Trinity, in their relation to man- 
kind, creating, juſtifying, and ſan. 
fying us : now it remains that we 
{hew what Chriſt hach peculiarly 
done and ſuffered for us. And 
this will plainly appear , it we 
conſider, how three parts of four 
in the Creed, are _— up.of our 
Saviours performances for our 
ſalvation, wherein he alone had a 
perſonall intereſt. 

26. Chriſt it was, who was 
conceived of the holy Ghoſt, ( briſt 
it was Who was born of the Virgin 
Mary; Chriſt it was who ſuffered un- 
der Pontius Pilat; Chriſt it was who 
was crucified, dead,and buried, Chriſt 1t 
was who deſcended into hell, Chriſt it 
was Who the third day roſe again from 
the dead; Chriſt it is who [itteth on the 

right 


pap, len. Ay Pu hee. . 3 


% SW Te CT x S % 


The beſt name on Earth. 23 
right hand of God almighty; ( briſt it 
ſhall be, who ſhall come to judge both 
the quick and dead ; And thus we 
ſee, that the greater part of the 
Creed is but a Chronicle of ( riſts 
achievements for mankind, from 
whom we are juſtly called Chri- 
{tians, 

27, But ſome will fay, grant it 
fit that Gods ſervants ſhould be de. 
nominated from the ſecond perſon 
in Trinity, yet, why are they not 
called Teſuites from Teſas, rather then 
Chriſtians from the name of Chriſt? 

28, I anſwer, The name of Iejus 
Which ſignifies a Saviour, is not of 
flo tranſitive a nature as the Word 
Chriſt is, nor can it be lo properly 
applyed to men , without ome 
{uſpition of blaſphemy, and con. 
haing thereupon ; Teſus importeth 


24 Thebeſt name on Farth © * 
a Saviour, Chriſt 1importeth anoint- 
ed . now evesy ſervant of God 
cannot be termed a Saviour, bur 
may properly be ralled a ( briſt, 
and an anointed. - 

29. This may be proved from 
the expreſsion of David,Plal. 45. 
7. Thou loveſe righteouſneſſe , and 
hateſt wickedneſſe, therefore God, thy 
God hath anointed” thee with the oyl of 
gladneſs above thy fellows. See we 
here, That Chriſt being anointed a+ 
boye his fellows, implieth that 
his fellows were- alſo anointed, 
though in an inferiour proporti- 
on; though' the grand ſhower of 
graces tell onely on the head of our 
Saviour, yet ſome ftragling drops 
did light on all them who truly 
believe in him, ſo that every Saint 
of God is a little (hriſt or anointed, 
oo 30. They 
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30. They may alſo be called 
Chriſtians, that is >the profeſſours of 
the faith, maintainers of the do- 
frine which (hriſt delivered to 
his poles, and cndeavourers to 
imitate the examples which he 
ſer before them. 

31. Here we muſt not forget 
how the heathen made another 
deduRion,and etymologie of the 
word Chriſtians ; tor ſuch pagans, 
in the Primitive times, beholding 
the love and charity berwixt Chrifti- 
ans, how they mutually relieved 
each others wants ; but eſpecially, 
how they converſed together in 
the time of plagues and cpidemi- 
call diſeales, comforting one ano- 
ther, when heathen people ſtarted 
from the embraces of their near- 
eſt relations : I ſay, ſeeing this, 


they 
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they conceived they were called 
(briſtiani quaſiChretami,ftromyus3s 
the Greek word for mild and meek, 


' as more merciful] men, more pit- 


tifull and compaſſionate perſons 
then any others. + | 

32. But alaſle, ſhould heathens 
now look on the carriage and 
converſations of Chriſtians one- to- 
wards another, how ſpitefull and 
cruell we are, how Beariſh, how 
Boriſh,: how Brutiſh 'we are in 
our mutuall difleations, they 
would conclude ' us not called 
trom meckneſle, ſo ill we broke 
our names, | 

33. Come we now to the ules 
of what hath been delivered, 
which may ſerve to confute two 
forts of people. 


Firſt, Thoſe that are aſhamed 
of the name Chriſtians. Se- 
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Secondly, Thoſe that are a 
ſhame to the name Chriſtian, 

For the firſt, We charge this on 
the account of the ( hurch of Rome, 
let them get itoff as they can. For 
the word ( hriſtian in- the citie of 
Rome, is taken to be a term of dil- 
grace, a note or brand of infamy ; fo 
that when they will diſparage a 
perſon, they call him | 
a* (Cbriſtian, which a- * S* the Abe- 


milbh Teſta- 
mounteth to as much ment, and Dr. 


Fulk in his 
asa (illy fellow, a mean nom 08 


man, a man. of no parts this verſe, Acts 
I I, 26. citing 
or endowments. one Chriſto. 


phoras Francins for the juſtifying of this obſer- 
Vation. 


24, And will you know the 
true cauſe thereof 2 Ic is this, All 
pregnant wits of able and active 
parts, or of high and honourable pa- 


rentage, 
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rentage,enter themſelves into ſome 
Order : if men, of Benedifines, Do- 
minicans, Franciſcans, Carmelites, le- 
ſuites, &c- if- women, Bridgittians, 
Clarians, &c, {o that belides the 
name of Chriſtians, they have an 
addition from their Order to di- 
ſtinguiſh them from the com- 
mon ſort of people. :Andif they 
be Seculars of any conſiderable E- 
minency , . then are they known 


by their dignities of Arch-deacons 


Biſhops, (ardinalls,8c. So that ſuch 
plain poore people' which are 
without welt or guard of any ſuch 
Religious Acceſsions, are called Chri. 
ſtians, as ulelefle in the Church, lave 
as ordinary perſons without any de. 
gree or dignity therein. Thus 
Chriſtian paſleth there for the civil- 
leſt exprefſion of a fool, and doth 


not - 
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not Rome ſhew her (elf to be 4n- 
tichriſtian to purpoſe, where the 
name of Chriſtian paſſeth for a 
. term of diſhonour, or at the beſt of 
diminution ? 

35. In the ſecond place we 
charge it on our Romiſh adverſa- 
ries, that they are aſhamed of the 
name Chriſtian, becauſe they write 
themſelves Dominicans, Franciſcans, 
( armelites, 8c. pleaſing and priding 
themſelves in thoſe titles, whilett 
the name of Chriſtian ( though 
not actually diſowned ) is diſuſed 
by them, and left in ſilence and 0b- 
ſcurity. 

36. Bur here the Romaniſts turn 
our own Ordinance againſt us, and 
aſſault us with our own weapons. 
They heavily accuſe us for being 
alhamed of the name Chriſtian, 

- RD 
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cauſe calling our ſelves Lutherans, 
Calviniſts, Hugenotes, Proteſtants, 
Remonſtrants, Antiremonſtrants, 8c. 


"Thus as Mary complained, John 
' 20. 13. They have taken away the 


Lord, and I know not where they have 
layd bim. They charge us that we 
have left out and loſt Chriſt, un. 
der choſe many ſtrange names we 
have aſſumed to our lelves. 

37. I muſt enlarge my ſelf in 
an{wer tothis Objeftion, And firſt 
I lay down this Foundation , that 
we never took thele names unto 
our (elves, but they were fixed and 
faſtned 0n,us by the /pleen & envy 
of our Romiſh adver/aries;and here 
we appeal to any unbiafled per. 
ſon to be judge berwixt us, whe. 
ther this be tair and ingenuous 
dealing of the Papiſts ? who firſt 
aſperle 
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aſperſe us with ſuch nicknames, 
firlt call us ſo, and then 'accuſe us 
for being called ſo. And this will 
plainly appear, upon a particular 
examination of 'the aforeſaid 
names, 

38. To begin with Lutherans 
and Calviniſts. This we lay. We 
acknowledge Luther and Calvin 
two eminent inſtruments of Gods 
glory in their generations, where- 
of the farit was more then a com- 
mon man, armed cap a pe, with 
a Couragious [pirit, to break 
through , and rout the ranks of 
the Romiſh ſuperſtitions. However, 
we utterly dilclaime to be called 
by their names : call us Lutherans, 
call us Calviniſcs,call usP roteſtants, 
or what they pleale, we ſtand f1- 
lent, and return no Vous aVes, As 
U:ter- 
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utterly unconcerned in that call, 
onely we find our tongues, when 
termed Chriſtians : For the diſciples 
were called Chriſtians farſt at 4n- 
tioch, 

39. Wereade a paſſage Iſaiah 
4.1. much appliable to this pur- 
pole. 4nd in that day ſeven women 
ſhall-take hold of one man, ſaying, we 
will eat our own bread, and wear our 
on apparel, onely let us be called by 
thy name, to take away our reproach. 
Here we may plainly perceive, 
that it is the prerogative Royall of 
the Husband alone, and part of his 
Maritall priviledge to have his wife 
denominated from him. Gad 
therefore who is a jealous God, may 
juſtly be ſuſpitious of our Church 
het loyalty, if offering to be nar 
med from any other , but from 
Chriſt her Husband, 40, What 
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- 40, What ſaith John the Ba. 
,ptiſt? John3. 29. He that bath the 
Bride is the Bridegroom : but the 
friend of the Bridegroom which ſtand- 
eth and heareth him, rejoyceth greatly, 
becauſe of the Bridegroomes Voice, this 
my-joy therefore is fulfilled: We al- 
low. Luther and Calvin friends of 
the Bridegroom, ſhining and buin- 
ing lights, ſtarres of the firit magni. 
tude, but (hriſt alone'1s the Hiſ- 
band, the Bridegroom to whom our 
Cburch humbly and heartily appli- 
eth isfelf, triumiphing to be called 
after his namg\alone:. FE) 
41; Come we now to the third 
term of ProteFtants, wherein we 
take no: delight, as caft upon us 
by our adverſaries. Here firſt, we 
confeſſe that in a generall ſence all | 


the Saints of God may be termed 
| | D Pr 0- 
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 Proteſttion, containing -a Breviate 


- Proteſtants. *$-\ Paul--hitnſelf'.was || | 
"one; 4 Cor.1s..31.' T-proveft' by yoqr || 1 
rejoycing which T-have im( brift Jeſus || « 
our Lord, 'T die daily, Proteſtationsis || x 
no more"then a folenm and Jerions 


n 
profeſsion of the truth. C 
| Oo Butthe nameof Procyſrants V 

re 


impoſed: on thoſe of out 
Church? had this originall, The fy 
German princes being.in war with || - 
Charles the fitfh Emperour, drew up fir 
an Inſtrument which they called 4 


of the Artidles of their Religivn, 11 figs 
oppolition to the *ſapiaſertions - of fic 
the Charch'of 'Rimen, and: chis &þe 
they proteſted jointhy\co defend, 
with their-livesand eftates : here- 
upon ''their Adverſaries termed Bf, 
them Proteſtants; A term NowWiex-' 
tended to all-of their perſwaſton: 
but 
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butic:cah never-be' proyed that 
we took.that name to. our ſelves; 
ortogk 'any delight; or content» 
mentithereiny asi.tao martbw a 
name of party, whilſt Rechabith, 
God hath made. ws xoom 1a the 
word Chriſtians, : ſeeing; that. we: 
rejoicein the laticude and cant; 
prehenfrvenefle thereof.» {2:1 44 
--43: As for thename Hugeuvts;, 
it'was impoſcd by. the: Papiſts jon. 
the ſervants of. God, who. dechi. 


ninpithe common ſuperſtition re-: | 


paired privately to: 6. Fughs gate: 


at Tokures 'in France; there lecretly 


0 here Sermons, and receiye: the 


Sacrament, Bur it: cannot be evi- 


dericed, chat ever_they of the Re- 


fommation.in that countrey; appro. 


Yriated themame.coithemſlelves, or 


tid ever ſtyle or write themlelves 


D 2 by 


_ 
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by-that dppellation ; the lame may 
befaid oÞche remaintng.names, 
whichwwichout! :plr-conlent,. yea 
againſtour wills, have been faſt 
MUS 10FSYr" 
£44; Here will not deſeehd ro 
thoſe petty names, of private Sets, 
which theſe laſt ten-yeares aye 
produced,nor will | hongurthem 
wich-any mention. Chieily, be- 


caule'asche youngeſt of difcreti- 
of in>this congregation,” may re- 


member-che beginning of ſuch 
names, T hope the oldeſ may live 
tro-ſeethe end of them, when.luch 
ridiculous ':andablurd namesſhall 
utterly be aboliſhed. 

45. Come we'now to the le- 
cond ſort to be copfuted; name- 
ly;ſuch'as are a ſhame to the name 
of (briſtian, and theſe may bere- 
duced to three ranks. t. The 


—_T 


ame -=—_ 3 Ww g—_— a 


The beſt name on Earth! 37 
' 1. The Profane. 


2. The Ignorant, 
3- The Faftious. 


To begin with the firſt, Such 
may juſtly forfeit the title of Chri. 
ſtian, whole works confute the 
word, and converſations contradict 
their denominations ; let ſuch either - 
live as they are called, Chriſtians, or 
be called as they live, Pagans. 

46. Scipio the worthy Conguer- 
our of Africa, had*a ſon that had 
nothing - of -his father but the 
name, being cowardly diſſolute, and 
given to all debauchery. It happen- 
ed that he came into the Senate- 
houſe with a ring on his finger, 


wherein the picture of his father 


was molt lively made, where the 
Councel, by an A# of State, com- 
FP D3 - manded 


| wag _ ta-forbea _ VE wer: 
ing of it, adjudgiag. it unfit that 
heſhouli wear his: facher5ipiQure, 
who would imitate none of his 
fachers-vitrwess. 

- 3, 47 1 am ſorry. the ſtory is toa 
naturalb to-be. applied, and your 
medications. hayg prevented 'me 
herein. Lenthem, no.longer abuſe 
the .namer of : Chriſt, bur defift 
from making, any / further uſe 
thereof, except they. will make a 
Reformation, of their lives, with all 
paſlible ſpeed, to an acceptable 
proportion. 


_ 48. Secondly, it confutes. the” 


ignorant, which wear the name 
oy. Chriſt,;yet, can give no account 
of. Chrift, fram whom they. were 
{oa named; demand. of them a 
reaſon of their denomination, 
an 
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and they are utterly unable to re- 
ern any [atisfaRtion. 

| 49, Laban being queſtioned 
for his cozonage by his nephew 
Jacob, for ſubſticuting Leah in 
ſtead of Rachel , had nothing to 
plead for himſelf, Gen, 29. 26. 
Save onely that it was the cuſtome of 


the countrey -not to marry the younger . 


. firſt. So were {ome countrey peo- 
ple taken to task, and ſeriouſly 
catechized about the cauſeof their 

. | names, they would render no 0- 
| - ther reaſon, but the cuſtome of 

| the place they lived ing it hath 
|| been faſhionable ſay they for ma. 
: | ny hundred of years , our fathers, 
: | grand-fathers , Great grand-fa- 
> || thers, time out of minde., have 
2 | been called Chriſtians, and we 
, || ſucceed, as to their lands,{o to their 
d } appellation, D.4 50. It 


40 The beſt namb on Barth. 
"50, It is fad there ſhould be 
ſo much darknefle in our land of 
Goſhen, where the Goſpel. hath 

| been ſo plentifully preached, and 

-publickly profeſſed : chele things 
I could as heartily wiſh my were 
falſe, as 1 doplainly know they are 
true. ES ON 
51, Laſtly, ic confures thoſe 
who are fa&ious, and willingly 
and wilfully make rents in.the 
Church ; how can 'thele without 


apparent uſurpatioa be inticled 


Chriſtians? 

'52. Well, to conclude, let us 
leave off all by-names of parties, 
intereſt and. factions, and re- 
turn to our beſt, largeſt, and 
ancienteſt name of Chriſtians : 
beſt, becaule no doubt impoſed, 

if not by the command , by 
Pk HEH RL 
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the conſent of God himſelf, and 
therefore good reaſon it ſhould 
alwaies- continue as an honour- 
able denomination. We, reade, 
Gen.2. 19. That whatſoever Adam 
called every living creature, that Tas 
the *nayue thereof./ It ſeemerh he 
gave them exprelzive and fi ignift- 
Cant names, luch as , were. breif 
definitions __ their: natures , or 
elſe God would have "reverſed 
and reyoked them, and :not have 
ſuffered them. to. hand and.re- 
main ; ; ſeeing therefore the name of 
(riſtians was- given... by a greater 
then Adam, being, if not jure divi- 
no, at the leaſt ; jure apoZtolico, by the 
joint, concurrence -. of, the apoſtles 
chereunto, ler it laſt to all Holt 
rity. <a 
53.Yea,as this is the beſt name, 


be- 


AS Trekſt ers Barth. 


becauſe the beft men werethe au- 
thours thereof; {ſo is/it alſo, be- 
cauſe of ie beſt matter contain- 
ed therein, the'hiame' Chriſtian well 
tinderſtood,it preacheth a « double 
Sermon uijtb us, mY 
* 2x; Tt puttrech\ns in mind of 
| ol 'C hath done-for us, 
and the'many benefits we ob- 
© tainied'by his life, death, reſur- | 
 reflion, and interctſsion.. , = 
Shes 3 hitaibranterian; 
-2:t6 Us of what we ſhould do |f 1 
\ for Chriſt," in gratitude to the if * 
"many favoitrs 'he Kath" Gone 4 
dei. T3 , t 
' 54. Secondly, Chriſtians «is | Y 
the largeſt name ;ir takes in/all 
Ghrifts little 'ock* within the Sg 
compalſc thereof, agrecing in the F 
} 


lame fandamenall - doEtrine, 
" though 


R_ 
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though there may be difference 
berwixt them in unimportant 
_ controverſies, - where the errour 
doth notintrench on. ſalvation, 
though their oppoſites may un. 
mercifully cenſure and condemn - 
them for the ſame. O!it God were 
not more mercifull to us then we 
are charitable one to another, his 
flock would be ſolittle, ic would 
not deſerve the name of a flock. 
55. 3-* Iris theancienteſt pro- 
er name ,; Believers , Saints, Bre- 
thren, Diſciples, they were but epi. 
thites and appellatives; and though 
they ſtill be in being and luſtre, 
yet they are all out-ſhined with 
the word Chriſtian, the beſt, lar. 
geſt and ancienteſt name for all of 
our profefſion; And the Diſciples were 
firſt called Chriſtians at Antioch. 
FINIS. 
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Epheſ. 2+ 3; 
And were by nature the Children of 


wrath even as others : 
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TIM: 7 JOIN 
WORST of EVILS. 


vo Epheſ: 2. 3: 
And were by. natyre the Children of 
prath even as others. 


al N this chapter S. Paul 
4 fry is the remembrancer 


ling and converſion; &ſutely fuck 
thoughts are. right- profitable: to 
Cirifiion, ta. call-to minde how 

they were whilft they were: 
wilde 0liyts, before they. were in- 
graftedinto Chriſt ; for firſt it will 
raiſe their thankfulnefle. to. Gody 
What am I, or whacis my-fathers 

6. _ houſe, 


_— — — 


2 | Theworſtof evils. ; 
houſe, that thou ſhouldſt bring 
me hicher? it will -make- us pay 
one tribute of praiſe more fully, 


more freely, when we conlider 


if webe veſlels of honour, itis 
no difference in the clay, bur in 
the pleaſure of the Potter. Second. 
ly, it is excellent phyſick againſt 
the pleaſure of pride, to let our 
ſoulsbloud with the confiderati- 
on how bad we have been he 
that will not confeſſe his former 
badnefle;,- I ſuſpe& his preſent 
goodnefſe, whether he hath any 
or not!” Laſtly, it will make us 
boch' pitty ot pang wofull e- 
ſtare-of wicked men, and hope 
well,” and pray heartily for their 
future: converſion ; why ſhould 
we fear that arm of God ſhould be 
too fhort for others, that could 

| reach 


+ The worſt of evils. ; 
reach us ? thinke no: that we are 
the laſt Joſt ſheep that ſhall ever 
be found; The moſt crooked tree will 
make timber for the temple , if God 
pleaſeth to hew it. * 
For thele and other reaſons, S. 
Paul in this chapter paints our ta 
the life the dead eſtate of the Epheſi- 
ans,whillt they were in treſpatles8& 
fianes, following their owa luſts , 
and the power of the Prince of the 
I aire, and in concluſion ſhowes the 
cauſe thereof , namely their cor- 
ruption by nature; ſo that the laſt 
item in this black bill is in effe&t 
the very imprimis of all the reſt. And 
were by nature the children of 
wrath even as others: we will ob- 
lerve thts plain merhod. 
1. That by Nature all are the( bil- 
dren of wrath. | 
E 2. How 


4 | The wo 


' Wherefore as by one man {in en. 


F of. evils, 
2+. How it comes to paſſe that we 
are ſo. _ | 
3. Seeing [o it is, what good uſe we 
may make thereof to our ſelves. 

1. That. by nature we are the 
children of wrath, is the very lan- 
guage of my text, yet leſt any 

10uld obje&t my tex: ſhould be 
but a ftagle Inſtrument, heare how 
it is tuned according to the dole” 
full conſort both of ſcripture and ſl... 
reaſon in this point: of ſcripture ,&q 
Plal. 51.5. behold, I was ſhapenin of 
iniquity,and in fiane did my mo- P 
ther conceive me: Romans 5, 12.ſ;, 
30 
nc 


tred into the world, and death by 
fiane, gnd lo death paſſed upon all 
men, forthat all have ſinned, 
2.By reaſon, fercht from the my- 
ſt:ry ofCircumciſion under the old 


Te- 


The worſt of evils. 5 
Teſtament, &Baptiſme in the new; 
he whole, ſaith our Saviour, have 
o need of the Phylitian,but chole 
which are ſick, 

"| Secondly, becauſe we want 
hat original righteoulneſle where. 
n we were created, and which 1s 
equired to the purity and perteti- 
dn of our nature; which righte- 
" buſneſle was in Adam who was 
ditreated after Gods own image, con- 
'»ſting chiefly in knowledge and bol;- 
TFeſſe: as for Adams knowledge, he 
2” fave {utficient proof thereof 10 gi- 
**Fing names to rhe Creatures; it a 
0-Sodfather at the font give a fooliſh 
DYfnd fond name to a child, the Bi- 
all opat conficmation hath power 

dalrer ic, had Adam either im- 
1Y-Yoled improper or inſignificant 
pldÞmes on the creatures , God no 
[ &- = 2 doubt 
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fore the children of wrath. 


doubt could have reverſed and re- 
voked them, but the texc ſaith Gen. 
2. 19. Whatſoever Adam called li- 
ving creatures, that was the name 
thereof, God did concurre with A4- 
dam, and approve their names. as 
brief definitions of their natures: 
nor was his ſanCtity any whit infe. 
riourto his knowledge, each faculty 
of his ſoul did look ſtraight for- 
wards on his proper object with 
out ſquinting aſide on any other 
ſo -that what was {aid of thi __ 
great world, was as great a truth off | 
chis little world man, and beholg. 
all chings. therein were exceeding 
g00d, now becaule we want thi of 
originall righteouſneſſe, we are ther 


] 
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Thirdly , becaule all the pan... 
and powers of our ſoul and bod ©] 
a 


The worſt of evils. 7 
are depraved with originall cor- 
ruption: now as Nehemiah did by 
night ſurvey the ruines of the walls 
of Jeruſalem, ſo let us with ſhame, 
070 and {ilence, behold the brea» 
ches and dilapidations of our 
ouls, Onr underſtandings are (o 
bad that they underltand nor their - 
wn badnefle; our wils which are 
he Queens of our ſouls become the 
paſſals of ſin, our memory like Jett 
pood onely tro draw {trawes, and 
Freaſure up trifles of no moment; 
OÞur conjciences through errours in 
Tur underſtanding, ſometimes aCcu- 
"PÞog us when weare innocent, ſome. 
mes accquitting us when we are 


n 


©uilty ; our affections all diſaffetted 
nd out of order ; muſt not that 
""Yceds be a monſtrous face wherein 
Me blewneſſewhich ſhould be inthe 
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mens, is in thelipps ; the redneſle | | 
which ſhould bein the cheeks,in the || 
noſe; the hair that ſhould grow on ſ( « 
the head,on the face? & muſt not ourſ r 
ſouls needs lee ugly inthe ſightofff h 
God, whophave grief growing there r: 
where joy ſhould, & joy where grietff þ: 
' ſhould?wee love what weeſhouldſ}ſ w 
hate,&hate where we ſhould love; 
wee feir where no fearis, and fear 
not where we'ought to teary andfof 
all 'our affections either miſtake 

their true obje&t, or exceed theilpe« 
due meaſure: this made the pureſſai, 
Pagans fee lomewhart of their natufſdin 
ral} [mpurity,and the moſt” refineF{the 
Philoſophers complain of. theiffot « 
drowlineſle by nature. they ſaw ales 
was not right, all was not wellſpnd 
which made them complain ch{hor 
nature was Noverca, a ſtepmotherſſite j 

n 
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nature was a mother in law, but 
when or how their own mother 
dyed , that they could not tell or 

| remember, they could not know 

| how their ſouls forfeited original! 
| righteouſneſse , being a myſtery too 
bigh for them to mount unto, who 
wanted the wings of holy writ, & 
| the direction of S. Paulin my text, 
that weare by nature. the children 

J of wrath even as others, 

4 Here perchance ſome may ex- 

iflipec, that as the maſter of the feaſt 

(Fſaid ro him that wanted the wed- 

uIding garment, friend how cameſt 

-Mhou 1n hither?lo L{hould demand 

-iffof originall fn, foe and worſt of 

alWoes how cameſt thou in hither, 

lod by what inviſible leakes did(t 

\Fhou {oak inta our (oules?but I de- 

rice if itbe poſſible to preſent you 

n E 4 this 
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this day wich a roſe without prick- 
les, to deliver plain and poſitive 
doctrine, without thorny diſputes 


or curious ſpeculations, left as 4-| 
brahams ramme was caught in the 


thicker, fo l imbroyle you and my 
ſelfin difficult controverſies ; and 
here in generall to prevent ſuch ob- 
jections as might bz made againſt 
this doctrine of the wrath deſer- 
ving condition of men by. nature, 
pray hearken to theſe three excel- 
lent rules. 

1. Let us not. with our wanton 
wit kick againſt the pricks of 'our 
own conſciences, and goe about to 


prove by arguments that is not, i 


which we by woefull experience 


find is, or that that is not- juſt 


which is-done by juſtice it (elf. 
2-Let us not make gyiua capxe: 
| ; the 
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the doctrine of the chair to deter- 
mine controverſies berween God 
& us; for the wildome of the fleſh 
is a malefaftor, no wonder it the 
malefattor being made aJudge doth 
accquit himſelf: 2ly. it is eamity 
to God ; no reaſon that hee ſhould 
be cenſured by him that is his ene- 
my, his wayes I ſay which are of- 
ten above reaſon but never againſt 


right: lerus not makethe pallat of 


corrupt fleſh which ſavoureth not 
the things of the ſpirit,onr taſter in 
ſpiricuall marters. | 

3. Let us not buſy our brains (o 
muchto know how Originall ſinne - 


came into us, as labour with our 


heart to know how it ſhould be 
got out of us, bur the wort is, 
moſt men are ſick of the Rickets in 
the ſoul,their heads ſwell to a vaſt 

, | youe 


_— 
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proportion, pufc up with the em- 
prineſſe of airy ſpeculations , whilſt 
their leggs and lowcr parts. do 
waſt and conſume, their practicall 
parts do decay , none more. lazy 
to ſerve God 1n their lives and con. 
verſarions : and here the better to 
ballaceboth mine and your judge- 
ments aganinſt all blaſts and bl. 
lowes of private opinions, hearken 
ra the reſolution of the Church of 
England, as {he hath delivered her 
ſelt in the article which is. the 
ninth in number, and beareth the 
title of originall or birth-fin : ori- 
ginall finftandeth not in the fol. 
lowing of Adam, as the Pelagians 
do vainlytalk ;but it 1s the ftaulc 
and corruption of every man, 
which naturally is ingendred of 
the of. {pring; of Adam , whereby 


man 
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man is very far gone from origji- 
nall righteouſneſſe, and is of his 
own nature inclined to evil, lo thar 
the fleſh luſteth alwayes againſt 
the ſpirit; therefore in every perſon 
born into the world it deferyeth 
Gods wrath and damnation: and 
that this infection of nature doth 
remain, yea in them that are rege- 
nerate, whereby the luſt of the fleſh 
called in Greek pzirmua ongxys which 
ſome.do expound. the wildome , 
and ſome ſenſuality, ſome theaf- 
feftion , ſome the. deſires of the 
fleſh, is not ſubje& co the law of 
God; and although there be no 
condemnation for them that be. 
lieve and are baptized, yet: the 4- 
poſtle doth contefle that concupi- 
[cenceand luſt hath of it felf the 
nature of ſinne. 


So 
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So far the golden Article, which 
as all the reft was written by their 
hands who had good heads and 
hearts,in whom wilſdome did con. 
tend with their learning, but their 
piety was a Conquerour above 

h, who what they learnedly 


diſtilled out of the ſcripture, fairh- 


fully infuſed intothele Articles:and 
as the reall ſerpent of Moſes did de» 
youre the ſceming ſerpents which 
Jannes and Jambres the Egyptian en- 
chanters did make , {o ſhall the 
truth of theſe Articles ' ourlaſt and 
outlive confute and confound 
all falſe -and erroneous doctrines 
whatſoeyer , even when wilfull 
Heretiques {hall have their eyes pur 
out with the beams of truth , and 


fa&tious. Schiſmaticks want a con- 


yenticl2 to hide their ſhame in, 
| and 
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and furious Imoyatours either run 
themſelves out of breath (if the 
law do not firſt overtake them) or 
elſe fall down through the giddi- 
neſle oftheir own brains.and then 
ſhall the eternall.cruth of theſe 4r- 
ticles want nothing bur a foe to 
oppole them, becaule herein they 
concurre with the doctrine of 
S. Paul in my text , that wee are by 
nature children &c, 

Is it ſo that that we are by na- 
ture the children of wrath?this ſerves 
to confute three ſorts of people , 
namely choſe who either faintly 
affirmir, or flacly deny it, or falſe- 
ly maintain it : faintly affirm it, 
and ſuch are thole as have writ- 
ten, Peccatum originis non niſt ex duo- 
bus ſcripture locts effoditur, originall 
fin. is diggd out but of two or 
three 


ww 3 
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three places of ſcripture, is diggd 
ont, do they mean 1s extrated by 
faichfull conſequence? as it whac 
were {o deduced were not” Scri- 
pture as well as that which is their 
x1 2%» in lo many words, I 
diged out, and lo are gold and 
pretious ſtones ;and are myſteries 
of religion of lefle price , becauſe 
they are to be gathered by ſome 
pains ? is diggd out , and thar is 
talle, for it lyes above. ground in 
plain and pregnant places of ſcri- 
pture, though theſe men had ra- 
ther ſtumble at ir then behold ir. 
Bar our of two or three places of 
{cripture; why , out of the mouth 


ofiwo or three witneſles ſhall not 


every truth be eſtabliſhed ? buc our 
of two or three places of ſcripture, 
as if one were not all one wiuh 
_ one 
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one thouſand, when it comes 
from an infallible mouth, places 
of ſcriptute are not to be taken 
out by the tale, but the weight. 


Thus theſe men labour to leſſen o- 


riginall {1n; O let us all Tabour to 
leſſen originall f1n, bur not by ex- 
renuating it in our tenets and o= 
pinions, but by labonring to cru- 
cify & mortifte it in our lives and 
converſations, and ſurely many 
mens immoderate diminiſhing 
originall ſin, making it next to 


'nothing, gave the unhappy occa- 


fllon to learned Ilyricus to fall 
foul on that opinion ( if his mea- 
ning there be not miſtaken) that 
originall ſin was a very ſubſtance 
indeed, an opinion lo abſurd, that 
at the ſame time [ could both 
lzogh at the ridiculous tenet, and 

weep 
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weep at the —_—_— of the 
man that maintained it; well, let 
us go backward, and if we want 
wherewithall to cover his naked- 
neſle, letus do-it with the ſheets 
of his own books, and let his ad- 
mirable maſtery in; other things 
crave a concealment of his errour 
inthis. 
Flatly deny ir, and ſuch arethe 
Pelagians, who {ay that all finne 
comes onely by imitation, ſurely 
Cain never learned to kill his bro- 
ther by imitation, . he was the firſt: 
that ſer that black coppy, and wrote 
notafter any other. Indeed chil- 
dren would not be ſo bad, or (vo 
ſoon bad, bur for bad examples 
ſer before them; but bad examples 
are not the root from whence chil 
drens-badneſle doth grow, bur ra- 
ther 
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ther the water or compoſt tha 
caiiſe it to ſpring and ſprout more 
ſpeedily, 

Faſly maintain ic, and ſo the 
Papiſts, who though they allow 
the deprivation of original righte- 
> If auſneſs, will not allow che depraya- 
© || tion of our natare, but hold that 

we differ from Adam no more 
e Fithen a naked man from him 
e [| whoſe clothes are taken away; and 
y [Ito make this more plauſible, Bellar- 
> fmine creates in his brains; that 4- 
dam Was created with a reluCtanty 
and rebellion of the inferiour pow- 
rs of his ſoxl againſt the ſuperiour 
aculries thereof, nay bluſheth not 
o affirm that God coitld not make 
man ſo pure and perfect, but 
reter Det intentionem ex condition? 
ateriz, there would be ſuch a tes 
her F bel; 
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bellios in him: Lord! this ſame 
Bellarmine at other times without 
neceflicy and againſt reaſon could 
conceive how ,omupotency props 
up accidents without a ſubtance,and 
- makes the ſame body ar the {ame 
time in leverall places, and now 
he cannatiſce how an infigire pow- 
er.is antidote ſtrong enough to ex- 
pell out of the matter any vene- 
mous quality whatſoever : true K 
i thatthere was in Adam, motion , 
tendency, and propenſicy. of each 
faculty to its proper obje , but as 
forany obliquicy and deordinati- 
on in chem, it neither was nor 
could - be, as repugnant both to 
Gods goodnelle and mans perfeci-Nl. 
on: But thus they go about to 
make ( as I may ſay) ſome cor-ſþ;. 
prion 1g Adaw in his Rate of inte- 


gri- 
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prity,that they may make way for 
lome integrity in the {onnes of 4- 


> 


| dam aiter their corruption : bur the. 
belt is, that as the Phariſees At, 23.. 

g9;;though enemies to S. Pauls per- 
” ſon ,yer friends to his tenets about. 
V Wthe reſurrection from the dead,and 
4 yaliancly vindicated both him and 


he truch from the- Sadduces who 
raduced him foran Feretick , 10 
he Dominicans who are ſound in 
is point, that we are unſound by 
nature ,, defend both us and the 
ruth againſt the Jeſuiticall faftion 
lat maintain the contrary : on 
hen with” courage you learned 
ers , and may the ſchool of Do- 
mick be too hard for the ſheild of 
oyola , whilft verity is on your 
de , let victory be at your backs, 
- nay you as far ſurpatie your ene- 
? F 3 mies 
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mies for piety and -ſolid learning, | 
as they go beyond you and all ho- 
nefty, in policy and treacherous 
defignes. And thus whilſt they 
fight one againſt another, let us 
come: to'-our ſelves, and apply 
what hath been delivered;, firſt to 
thoſe that are children to parents , 
then to thoſe that ate. parents to 


children, 7 | 
- Ye children to parents have heard 
how wee are by nature the children 
of Wrath - even- as others , which 
wrath-deſerving condition is deri- 
| _ ved to you from Adam. by your 
Immediate parents, they. alas could 
not convey life, but muſt paſ* 
death unto'you allo by the ſame 
grant, yet this ought not to leſſen 
your love, abate your affe&ion 
diminiſh, your duty unto them, 
| oY Iſay.4; 
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Tay 45. 10.' woe unto him that fayes 
to bis father what hat thou begottentop - 
' | nntobis mother, what haſt thou brought 
fortb?Racher»imicace'the example 
* || of David; though he: complained 
Y | char in finne had bis mother con: 
? | ceived him, yet he was a father to 
» | his father, and a mother to. his mo- 
© | ther in her..old age, taking order 
with the king of Moab: that they 
{hould be-provided for; 15am, 22. 
3:' grant our. parents ſhould turn 
Oftriches unto 'us and' forſake us 
when we:are youyg, wee neverths. 
lefſearero: be. Srorks: unto them, 
and feed them when they are old; 
having -'received. from them. un: 
derGodthegreateſt benefit chat can 
be, our being. Sls 
+;Ye-parents to children haye heard 
| F 3 that 


1m Tirvwwſtefenil 
that hits wrath-deferving, | con» 
dition is dexived\by you-wnto your 
poſterity. Flog Yolemply, ferioully, 
and-rchgiwiſly then. ought taarri- 
ige ta he:nnderiaken ' arid: uſed:? 
how too:rog blame;are they'who 
adde to this natural cormmption O- 
ther ftains befare:God an dan? an: 
tedatingrtheir Wives; owbores, and 
heirs, baitards; 'a hnnein fome pla- 
ces that is jnade ſoicommong thas\tis 
made no: jfi211e: bave wee too--lirtle 
wickednellt.af Per, whereof. wee 
3x: not? cleanſed. unto thus : day, 
that before the/ald debt be.fatisfied 
yecrunne: Oy i--4 new :1care; and 
adde” baftardy- and 'illogitimation 
rathe ' natural; infetioni of: yauir 
children? 3d Hig 
2.Secoadly,yee ſee how(though 
2gainſt your:wills) yee: have. pro- 
Roy wn pa 
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pagated this wrath-deſctving con- 
diction urita your children; know 
then that you are bound both in 
hononr. and honeſcy , civility and Chre- 
ſtianity'ro pluck them'one ( what 
liech in your power ) of rhis' pic 
> | wherein they are plunged;/and 
x- | this ye tnay doe, firft; by enibra- 
d || cingthe ſpecdieft opportunity to 
x | faſten the ſacrament of baptiſme «up. 
is | on themy by baptiſme the condeme. 
le || ning power of originall finne- 1s 
e | drowned; in the font the bane is 
4; | removed, the blot doth remain, the 
d | guilr'is- remitted}, che blemiſh is 
d || retained; the' ſting. is gone, "the 
n | ſtain doth ſtay, 16 nor conlented 
ir | ro it cannot damn-us, though it 
may defile us, In 'bapriſme , che fi- 
nall-peac-able-commanding' po- 
wet is waſhed away, ever atter it 
F4 _ may 
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may bein us, not over: us. ,- it 
may rule as a tyrant , not a king , 
being. ever reliſted , ofren ſub- 
ducd,though never expelled. Some 
. priſoners have eaten off their irons 
with Mercury-water , but there is 
00-Way to fret of the ferters of ori- 
Sia corruption, (Whetewith our 
ecbare hare 1n the ſtock OF the i- 
rons. have entaed- into. out. ſouls) 
but by the water in' baptifme , and 
therefore take heed how. yee need- 
lefſe]y teferr icy ket; marriage feaſts 
be put. of till; the parties haye got 
their wedding bardrebe.;;let cburching 
be deferred to- attend /-the perfe&t 
health: of the; woman ; lex: funerall 
pomps be delayed; ehey-may be put 
of without danger , . which rather 
pleaſe: the living, then profic the 
dead ;. thele are, moveable - feaſts 
| where- 
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whereof yee make your own 41+ 
manacks, and [et them to fall: highr 
er Or. lower, ſoonep Or later , at-your 
own pleaſure , but oh cake heed 
how cauleleſly ye pur of the bapti- 
zing of. your children , tand nat on 
the ſhadow til. ye looſe the ſub- 
ſtanee, tte quod deferatur auferatur,left 
what ye delay God deny, &.whilſt 
you . deferre ;the .chriftening of 
your child, Ged take away the child 
to be. chriſtened, and chen;chough 
I wilknot be the judge to condemn 
the child , were:Lone.of the Jury I 
ſhould ſcarce accquit theifather 
\\ Secondly, let chem not . want 
good prayers, Which if _ſtcept in 
tears ,will grow'the better ,;good 
precepts,gaod precedents, and ſhew 
thy child in thy, ſelf what heſhould 
follow, in others what, behould 
- un 
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fund avoid, let cherinot want 
wholeſome corre&ior, ' if occafi- 
ow- require;* blaſt 'nor their ſouls 
with che-honey<dew of cockering 
andindulgence; © fetch thoſe lictle 
malofuftors from the hornes of the 
l8%r;From the ſarFnaries of cheir 
monehes; ſides, lipps aud bofomes: what 
Rich Solomon? tolby4s bound: ap- in 
the hedtt-of child, and the rod of 
correQtiots {hall drive ir out, not 
dtiveoutthe heart , bur the folly, 
tiever was” brave "ſpirit ſpoiled 
with bioderate erretion.Bue the 
miſobe#fis; that [a3 in the: begin 
ning of the. year' we rhake* much 
of thoſe -weeds/ which bring the 
firſt. new''s ' of the approdching 
ſpring.” nectles- are uſed for por- 
hearb$; and fillers made of- Eldern 
budsfo fond perents welcome and 


em- 
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embra ce its; their «children. the: firſt 
hinge of: ſfione;;:cyeax-pleaſe 
themitlyes to hear theirinſant; dil 
praiſe God, fovea r, calh games, talk 
wantonly, yea; AOvatconndd 
witin:the' Urls: children; 1 atn-fure 
it is, want of overt! ar. he. greater 
childee;for: oImaay fiddy call their 
fooliſh Lodurrnhs _- delighe 
therein. Lay no- more] bit as fot 
cho pereuti'who; 44 5 oma the 
zal ypontheirtlsldres, dcpray: God 
he. bſceb neckhair chillies: Yas' a: rod 
for-chemy : of "* Vila d3928; SAT 
127g "leaftrchole-who:ar this 


| pen tidhe:ajd neichor children 


Nor. parems £0 children 
foduldedanglate wink tie: Grecian 
widdows. that [they-lihid:day ar8 
nepjefted:! 1n-the di tion-of 
eniy dotirine, hedrken) to general 
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bſe'whichwilttakeus all in let us 
albrake notice: of a bad principle 
which-lurks-ivourhearts; this'na- 
tucall- corruption which :deſcrves 
the wracksotGod,im the low:Coun- 
tries half therthouſesly buried in 
the ground, the layingot che foun. 
datiorvis counteda$ nuch.:as;.the 
reſt ofthe building: {o:.haif our 
- badneſle! lyes fecrer and: unſeen, 
oonfaltingg c:1m voriginadl: corruption! 
whereof cod few: rakevriocice , for 
 though:(as-Tihdvefaidbbefore) hap! 
+ taketh away the comman- 

tho and condeniting #pewer 
rata yet. the bloc Lars 
ning(ds by woefgll experience wo 
daily bat} atakesws/hackward th 
gl gobdneficgand theadiong fore 
wardstelaliþadneſfe;:this 'is: char 
Which'$, PurtcoltheRomans {who 
914 though 
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though he might touch at .an im 
proper expreſſ1on,fure. would ne- 
yer land there and dwell fo lon 

therein) callsſinne fourteen times, 
and we ſhall find it fourteen thou. 
ſand times to be ſo in our ſelves. 
Away then with the lick dodtrine 
of the ſoundneſle, of freewill, and 
merit of works ; we. have, alwayes 
that in us 'which baneth, the per- 
fection of all our performances, 
namely. the , lawleſs, law. in our 
members which rebellech againſt 


the law of our mind, and leadeth 


us captive to the law of finne 
which is in our members : Thou 
ſhalt not commit adultery , and thou 
ſhalc commit adultery,thou ſhalt not 
ſteal, and thou ſhalt ſt-al, thou ſhalt 
not bear. falſe hay x againſt thy 
alc bear falſe 

wWit- 
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Witneſſe againſt thy neighbour 
witches hey fay) bby the Lords 
ayer backward , bur concupi- 
{cence (thivwitch )| in our: ſoul; 
fayes aft '''the commandments 
backward, ind makes usctollecin 
our praQtiſehat. God commands 
fi pi ctpes, Thus every day we 
fin, an Flor row afcer 'our {1n, and 
ſin afcer'orforrow; and do what 
we would” not, ind. would what 
we do not, and the vvind of Gods 
ſpirit blovycth hs 6ne'vvay, and 
the tide of our corruption ny" 
eth us 'another: thefe things he 
that ſceth riot in himſelf is ſoctiſh., 
blind; he thac"ſeeth arid confefſerh 
nor,is 'damnably proud; he thac 
confeſſerh and beveatteck not / 1s 
deſperately profane; 'he that be- 
wailcth and frgherh not againſt)t, 


1s 


The Worſt of evils. 33 
is nnproficablely penſive ; but he 
thatin ſome weak manner doth 
all theſe, is a Saint in reverſion 


here, and ſhall be one in poſleflion 
hereaftere 


FINIS. 
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0 my ſoul come not into their ſe- 
crets. 
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THE SNARE BRO K EN: 
Genel. 49. verſ, 6; 
D my [ſoul come not thou into their ſe 

_ crets, 


[Mong the many ar-. 
8 guments to prove the 
Jl pen-men of the ſcri- 
Be pture inſpired by the 
ſpirir of God, this is not the laſt 
j and leaft, rhat the pen-men of ho- 
ly writ do record their own faults, 
and the faults of their neareſt and 
deareſt relations: for inſtance 
hereof, how courlly doth David 
ſpeak of himfelf?Sy fooliſh was T and 
ipnorant, 1 was as a very beaſt before 
-- _ L 
And do you think that the face 
S. Paul'gid look the more foul 
by bring drawn with his owri 
| 00.9 pen» 
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pencil}, whenthe ſays} as a mur- 
therer, a perſecutor, the greateſt of ſin- 
ners, fc 7 
*'Tnisisnot uſuall in the writings 
of humane authors , who: praiſe 
themlſclves to.the urmoſt of whacr 
they could; and rather then looſe 
adrop of applauſe, theyawill lick ic 
up with-their own tongues. 

-. Tully writes very copioully in 
ſerung forth the., good ſervice 
which he. did. the Roman ſta, 
bu: not a wo'd- of his covetoul- 
neſſe;; of his affeQting popular ap- 
plaulc,of his pride and.yain glory, 
of his mean-.extraction,-and the 
be. SY 


Whereas clean contrary Moſes, 


he 1ets down the finne and pu- ch 
niſhmenc of his own 1liſter, rheſj cu 
idolatry and ſuperſticion of Aaronſ V: 

his 
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his brothers and his own faulc in 
his prepoſterous ſtriking the rock, 
for which he was exciuded the” 
land of Canaan. No wonder then 
if he tell the faults of Simeom and 
Lei, both their cruell murther , 
and the heavy curſe which their 
father laid upon them. 

Old Jacob lyes now a dying, 
the lanthorn of his body, was rea- 


dy to be broken, and the Jight 


that was in it to be ex-inguiſhed 
his twelve ſonnes get about him, 
every one expects a. blel5sing, and 
they raiſe their intentions the 
more, becauſe they knew that he 
was a propher, 

He begins ſadly, Reuben hath a 
check, and Simeon and Levi have a 
curſe, No doubt old Jacob as a pri- 
vate- man had aff-&ion ro them 
G } both 
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both, but now he ſpeaks to them 
as a prophet; he knowes no natu- 
rall affeCtion, being acted with (pis 
rituall inſpiration ; he leaves off 
fleſh and blood , being prompted 
by the ſpirit of God , and tells 
them, curled be their wrath, for 
for it was fierce, and their anger, 
for it was furious. 

| ſhall uſe no other method in 
the words, but ſuch oblervations 
as are pertinent to the text, & pro- 
fitable for your ſouls, 

Firſt, Omyſoul, exc. ſeeing Ja. 
cob doth entertain a diſcourſe 
with his own ſoul , wee may 
learn, 

A Chriſtian who can diſcourſe 
with his own ſoul, may make 
good company for himlcit. 

* This was Davids preceptPlal.4. 
on verl.4. 


1 
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verſ[' 4. commune with your on hearts 
upon your beds; this 1s no contradt. 
Ction, there 15 a kind of ditcopric 
which makes no noiſe: this com 
munjion is the heart of heavenly 
meditation, he may give himlelf 
a qu-ſtion, and an{wer it himlclt; 
and David what he prelcribes co 
us, practiſes himlelf, when he 
ſayes , why art thou ſo ſad O my ſoul, 
and why art thou ſo diſquieted within 
me? truſt ſtill in God, 

Had people this art of entertai- 
ning a time to diſcourſe with 
chemlſelves,it would prevent much 
miſchief; thou mayeſt divide thy 
ſoul into ſeverall parts , and thou 
maiſt diſcourſe if thou wilt with 
every faculty, with thy underſtan- 
ding, memory, fancy, and the ſe- 
yerall affections of thy ſoul. 

G4 Aske 
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Ask that queſtion of thy under- 
ſtanding which Philip askt of the 
Eunuch, Acts 10. wnderſtandeſt thou 
What thou readeſt? call your under. 
ſtanding to account whether you 
underſtand what you read or not. 

Ask thy fancy that queſtion 
which Acbiſh once propounded 
to king David , where haſt thou been 
roving all this day ? bring thy fancy 
to account. 

Ask that oſthy memory which 
the maſter did of the unjuſt ftew- 
ard, Luke 16, give an account of thy 
ſtewardſhip; 38k thy memory what 
good haſt chou treaſured up. 
When thou findeſt thy (elf 
tranſported with mirth, ask thy 
ſoul that queſtion, God did to 
Sarah, why laugheſt thou? when thou 
ſecſt the paſſion of anger grow 


OO 


—_ OS... 
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too violently upon thee, ask of it 
that queſtion which God did to 
the prophet JonahYJdoeſt thou well to 


be angry* 


Conſider,if you could thus diſ- 
courſe with your ſelves,you would 
prevent mach bad company ; for 


when we runne into the company. 


of good fellowes, wee have but 
one thing to pretend unto as a 
thing incident to mans nature, 
that he loves company, But 1t we 
could entertain this diſcourſe with 
our own ſouls, wee ſhould be ne- 
ver lefle alone, then when we are 
alone, and abate the tediouſneſle 
of ſolitarinefle wich good focie- 
ty. | 

Oh my ſoul come not thoz, into their ſe- 
crets. The next oblervation 1s, 

That wicked men have certain 


{e- 


=—_ 


__ + : = 
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ſecrets, which they communicate 
to thoſe of their own ſociety, 

Wee read in the 26. Pſalm of 
the ſecrets of the Lord; now as 
the Lord hath his ſecrets, ſo the 
devil hath his ſecrets of iniquity ; 
and the reaſon why they keep 
them lecret, is, becauſe otherwiſe 
they would not attain to thoſe 
ends which they propound to 
themſelves: if all their defignes 
were open, they would be fruſtra- 
ted and never obtain their helliſh 
intents,and therefore that they may 
not be hindred in bringing them 
about, they keep them {ecret. 

And yet know by the way, 
though they are ſecrets to men, 
they are not ſecrets to God, all 
things are nak:d and open before 
him, he is the ſcarcher of the heart 

| and 


 , 
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and reins. But no furcher of this, 
I come to that which is of more 
concernment. 

It is a dangerous thing to come 
into the lecrers of wicked men, 


I divide wicked men into two. 


ſorts, thole that call people into 
their ſecrers, and thoſe that come 
into their ſecrers when called; the 
principalls , and the acceſlaries : 
there 15 a generation of people 
that think they will fare well e» 


 nough, if they be not the firſt con- 


trivers, or the molt active inſtru» 
ments in an evil deſigne: they 
think this will bear them our, if 
they came in but by the by , oh 
beloved, know it 1s not enough 
to excule thee. 

And know that a man may 
come into an eyil ſecret, and not 
| com- 


, ” So, OS 5 
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command ic, contrive it , or act 
It. 

Firſt by conſent to it, thus ( not 
S. Paul) but Saul the perſecucor 
- came into the miſchievous ſecret 
_ of ftoning _ for though it 

was openly acted, yet it was pri- 
vately plotted. And what did Saul 
do? he threw never a ſtone; he 

did nor, butI tell you what he did, 
he kept the clothes of thole that 
did it: the ewes put off their upper 
garments that their hands might 
be at the more [ibery, with the 
more ſtrength and ſteady aime 
to throw | their ſtones at him, 
which their ſleeves hindered; now 
Paul ſtanding by, and keep- 
ing the wardrobe of their clothes, 
was equally guilty with them in 
that act. 

The 
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The next thing by which a man 
may be guilty of a wicked fercret, 
is by concealing of it, and we find 
that God brought heavy judge- 
ments upon meere concealing, 

In the fifth ofthe Acts, it is [aid 
of Ananias that he kept back the 
price, his wife being priyy to it , 
it is not ſaid ſhee did con- 
ſenr, but onely conceal it, Now 
- S Auftin (aith in this caſe it is one 
of the hardeſt things to clear Gods 
judgements, 

God is juſt, the fault was in her 
uſe of this a&tion, ſhe might have 
diſcovered ic unto the Church,and 
lo have been ſpared. 

Thirdly, by commending it; 
though we neither conſent to it,or 
conceal it, yetif thou commend ir, 
thou doſt adopt thar wicked act to 
be 


Xl T8 nave broken; 
bethine own , and drave the guilt 
thereof upon thee; and lo mert 
come to be guilty of other folkes 
finnes. . 

Bar 'if 2 man be 2 miniſter or - 
magiſtrate, he may be -gnilty of 
FI otherwile,, "od mn of 
theſe wayes here fpoken of, the 
miniſter if he doth nor publick- 
lyreprove ir, and che' magiſtrate 
if he do nor puniſh ir. 


The minifter, if he do' not re- 


proye it with Chriſtian diſcretiz. 
on and moderationg though in 
the ſrnnes 'of great men there is 
mack' m ore” danger in reproving 
them. A crack or waat ot repairin' 
the rop'ot a ſtzeple is more danye - 
rous to mend then any” part, the 
maſon muſt have many devices 
roclmbunro' it with the danger 
of 


NW” be ſnaxe broken, 15 
of logfing of his life: fo it is dan- 
gerous tO. reprove great perſons to 
Figh for us to meddle with. Bur 
if we be called to it, we muſt truſt 
inthe alsiſtance of God; and wee 
partake of their ſinnes if wee do 
not epgove —_— | 

— But the magiſtrate is gui 
though he do ny it, if 4 Fo 
not puniſh it. Ely did reprove. his 
ſonnes, it was well he did it, but 
this 'is not enough. , the heinouſ< 
|Yneſs of their offences was of that 
nature , that the proud fleſh muſt 
be cut off, and not be ſuffered to 
teſter in the body.But he being a 
magiſtrate and not puniſhing of 
it, ſuffered himſelf. 

But now let us come to: know 
the ſecret; what was the miſchicf 
which theſe two had, done? the 

ſtory 
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ſtory is large, and is ſer down by 
the ſpirit of God in the 34. of Ge- 
neſ1s, | 
Now: may -Lrequeſt you, wheri 
divine providence ſhall carry, you 

' to your quiet medications, to read 
the whole ſtory: - | 
I ſhall give you a brief account 
Licob had but one only danghter, 
and ſhce would go gadding a» 
broad to feeother daughters , lee 
what comes of the wandring of 
 virginsfrom their parents hou'es , || 
for this was ir which wrought ||. 
hermilery, ſhe would go abroad || | 
ro lee faſhions, and going forth, | 
ſhe ſees and is [cen by the prince || 
of the land. ks | 
- Give now Shechem his due that 
did her-this wrong, he was more | | 
' honelt 
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| honeſt in his diſhoneſty then ma- 


ny in this age , who when they 
have improved their wicked 
thoughts upon - womens weak- 
neſle, how many are there who 
do ſcornſully &-ſpitefully throw 
them off, and triumph-in the con. 
queſt they have gotten by their 
own treachery , and the others 
fault,and throw away the ſnuff of 


their wantonneſſe which ends 


their love 2 
It is ſaid of Thamar the daughter 
of David, that after 4mon had ab- 
uſed her, he fell from her, but She- 
chemhad more generous principles, 
he doth endeavour to make her , 
whom formerly he had made his 
harlot, to be his wife. 
Fhis done, the fonnes of Jacob 
will not conſent, unlefſe they be 
H Cit« 
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their profeſt armour againſt any 


18 « The ſnare broken, 


Circurnciſed , which done, in 
comes Simeon and Levi and kills 
then all, men; women and chil- 
dren, Now two things give ac- 
cents to their cruelty. | 
Firſt, that they abuſed the holy 
facrament of cixcumciſion, which 
God had appointed forafſigne and 
a ſeal to the children ot Iſrael, and 
to.makethis a cloak to their mur- 
therqus - intents this 1s, the fiſt 
aggravation , they brought-heaven 
intot heir intended delignes.. - 


_The.ſecond was this,that where- 


as the offence done was per{onall 
in.'Shechem 5. yet the puniſhment 
fell upon the whole city, and the 
women and children.  , _ 

What miſchief had the women 
done, whoſe known weakneſle is 


true 


_ TWO OI 
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rrue valiant man? What fault haye 
lictle -infants done, whole fathers 
were the 'onely committers of the 
faults* chis added to their cruelty, 

Buras a musket. makes no re- 
port when diſcharged in the ſame 
place and time with a full cannon ; 
ſo the act of theſe is but ſmall in 
compariſon of the cruelty. of 
which this day is,our gratefull 
remembrance: my ſoul come not thou 
intd their ſecrets, It was a ſecret in 
irs gature; but a greater ſecret in 
regard of the timie and place in 
which it was committed ; it was 

lotted in the bowels of the earth, 
and they undermined many yards 
therein, leaſtche ſun aſhamed to 
ſee ic ſhould diſcover ic; or as it 
they would creep neerer to hell, 
from whence it was firſt invented., | 
H 2 And 
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And'it was. ſecret in reſpect 
ofthe perſons who: were joyned 


and ſoldered togerher with an 


oath. of ſecreſie;and mark a double 
concurrence of cruelky in this ſc- 
cret.. -j 0 ; 
The ſonnes of Iacob abuſe the 
' ſacrament-ofcircumciſion, under 
the covert whereof they might the 
 betterbring 10 paſſe their inten- 
dedyillanies, ſo Gardiner , he gave 
the ſacrament of theLords ſupper, 
to alt thoſe that: were conſpira- 
rors in this wicked defigne and 
treaſon; that ſo he might enjoyn 
them to the greater ſecrecy. 
And'as in the ſecret of lacobs 
ſonnes there were men, women 
&chiJdren {lainz(ſo theſerraitors in- 
readed nor their cruelty againſt the 
king onely , but ſurely that blow 
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had not been given, but man 

thouſands of people whole occaft- 
ons might haye ſummoned thera 
to that place, would . haye been 
ſent with the peers of the. land the 
ſame way of deftruftion. 'I do not 
queſtion but there are thoſe here 
preſent, whole memories; have 
| not let fall che day of this great 
deliverance; for it muſt nor. be ſaid 
that the deliverance extended one« 
ly to thoſe then living , but wee, 
though then in our mothers 
wombs, and not thought on, ,par- 
ticipate fully in che enjayment 
thereof. For had it been effeRed as 
it was intended, it is eaſie for :you 
to judge and conceive the {ad con- 
dition this land had groaned un- 
der, had it took effect the mileries 
of this land had been great, bur 
H 3 the 


> 
the diſhonour 'to God had: been 
far pfeater, andif God. had ſuffe- 
red it ro come to' paſſe , preſently 
they had cenſuredtheir own acti. 
_ be good and: juſt; bur the 
ſnares is broken and weare deliye- 
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Ted. 

OliHit your prayers be there- 
forejoyned with mine , that wee 
maybe all kept from the ſecrets of } 
wicked mien; Lg in- a thankfull 
rexfieribracice be: conſtant in our 
praiſes to God for this dayes deli- 
verance.. 

Some deſire har this day may 
fiot bekepr, bar forgot, and- me- 
thinks it looks with a paler co. 
Jourinthe Almaiiack then it uſe 
todo, but next year it will be a 
full jubile, fifty years ſince the 
contriyance thereot : let all chole 
whom 


» The ſnare broken. 21 
whom God ſhall lend life unto 
that day, keep in your minds the 
memoriall of ſo. great a blefling , 
ly and to preſerye the memory there- 
il} of, for what principles of falſe 
Ki dodtrine had infected this land, 
C- || had this plot taken effe&? and 

therefore ic ſhall be my prayer; that 
| God will write thankfulneſlſe in | 
cc | your hearts to a continuall re- 
ot membrance of the ſame, 


FINI1S. 


ludges 19. 30. 


There was no ſuch deed done nor ſeen , 
from the day that the children of ljra. 
el came up out of the land cf Egypr, 
unto this day: conſider of it, take ads 
vice,and ſpeak your minds, 


By s off B, D, 
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STRANGE JUSTICE. 
- Judge t9,3o-' © 
Therz was 10 ſuch deed dme- nor feen ,| 
.. from. the day that the children of 
* Iſrael come up out of the land of 'E+ 
©, ByP*,1nto this day: -confider of. it-, 
. take advice, and ſpeak your minds. - 


WRagedyes begin ſmi- 
TO} ling,but end weeping: 
We 5 bleeding; ſothis 

AG & chapter |:. the former, 
part thereof merry with feaſting , 
the lattermournfull with murther, 
# murther moſt ſtrange, moſt true, , 
and give me leave a little. ro un- 
fold the manner thereof ,; the ra- 
her, becaniſe it it a leading caſe, & 
I 'pray God' that it may never 
hereafter have any to follow. it. 
[ 2 A 


"4 Strange juſtice, 
A.nameleſſe; Lyvite, with his wife 
journeyed on the highwayes fide, 
waiced on by one leryint. Balaam 
the faiſe prophet rode in ſtate with 
his ewo men: Namb.22, the Levite 
ir this chapter'is decently atten- 
| ded, has his-man: how tmtany poor 
miniſters now adayes for want of 
means are forced to be ſlaves to 0- 
thers, and ſervants ro themlelves? 
going on they come to the;Gity of 
G:bem, whole inhabicants were 
notoriouſly wicked, addicted to 

the ſiane of Sxdany, where. all the 
pleaſure and delight cauliſtth in 
the enormity thereof. Bur.as luſt in 

this city was hor, ſa hoſpitality 
was cold, none invite this Levite 

home to their houle z for then a- 

mongſt the Jewes there were no 

inns, or rather every houſc was an 

inne, 


| 
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_ inne, wherein ſtrangers were free. 


ly entertaihed, and at their depar- 
rurethanks Was all the ſhot they 
had co diſcharge. Arlaſt comes an 
old man from his work our of the 
field at evening, and gives him a 
free invitation, mark (1 pray ) his 
chara&ter, t he was an' of man : 
-your youthfull gallants have more 
bravery on their backs,then boun- 
ty intheir hands; alaſs! they haye 
been born fince the death of ho- 
ſpicality. Even amongſt us for the 
molt part.they ate old men of an 
ancient ſtzmp and- edirion almoſt 
worn oat, which are moſt to be 
commended for their hoſpirable 
bounty.2,he came from his work, 
thoſe are moſt pitifull to others, 
who are molt painfull in their own 
callings. Your great gameſters that 


will 


| ., Strange juſtice. 
will play away an eltate by whole- 
ſale, are oth to retaile out an 
almes to the poor, whilſt com. 
monly the beſt -husbands are the 
belt houle-keepers ; liberality be- 
ing a fire that is maintained” by 


” 


thrifc. The Levice centred into. his 
houſe, het finds the hayen more 
- dangerous then the open ſea; more 
ſafe might he have been in the 
 wilderneſſe-amongſt beaſts, chen. 
inthe city: Ra bealtly men , 
who now.preſle to,offer that vio- 
lence to his perſon, which is not: 
ro be named amongſt. Chriſtians. 
Ac laſt they are content to ſpare the 
Levice himſelf ( which I impute 
not to their pity, but to Gods pro- 
vidence) and make his wife the 
prey of their luſt; cill the violence. 
and variety thereof cauſed her. 
| ſud-. 
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ſudden death ; where marke by 
the way the juſtneſle of the wayes 
of God. This woman had former. 
ly been falſe'to her busband verſ2. 
andnow ſce wherein ſhee bad of- 
fended, therein is ſhee puniſhed. 


Culpa libido fuit, pena libido ſuit. 


By luſt ſhee had ſinned, by luſt 
| ſhee doth ſuffer. She that could 
not be content to be ſeyerall to her 
husband alone,is now againſt her 
will made common to ſo many, 
till it coſt her herlifez yetic might 
pleaſe God fo to ſanity this atfli- 
&tion unto herzas thereby to bring 
her to a ſight and ſorrow for her 
ſinnes, and her ſhameſull death on 
earth might occaſion to her a glo- 
rious life in heaven, Her husband 
laying band on her corps, with 4 

knife 
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knife cut it into twelye parts, and 


- feverally ſends ther; to thejury of 


_ thetribes of {ſrael. "5 
Hard hearted husband,if the leaſt 


piry. be alive in thy./breaft , offer | 
not this wrong unto the dead, Is þ 


it not enough that her ſoul is par- 
ted from her body , 'but her body 
alſo muſt be twelve times parted 
. fromic ſelf ? ſuffer her aſfie 0 
fleep in quict, the pawn for the 
return of her ſou] ; methinks thar 
knife that curs her hands ſhould 
pierce thine hcart ; but condema 
not the Levite for this deed, it was 
not cruelty, but pitty and piety 
that moved him unto it, that the 
ſigh of the corps might make the 
Jewes the more throughly proſe. 
cute the caule, and every tribe that 
had a part of her body, might have 


a 
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a part in revenging her innocent 
bloud. Her mouth onely ſpake 
whiiftſhe was living, now each 
peice of her mangled corps ſpeaks 
when ſhee is dead,whileſt che 1/;a- 


| elites both attentively heard and ju- 


diciouſly underſtood the language 
thereof, which made them con- 
demn the caulers of her death for 
matchleſle offtendors : many men 
have done villanoufly , but theſe 
ſurmounted them all, there was no 


ſuch deed done nor ſeen (ance &c, 


| Iwill not mangie my text as the 
Levite his wife, with often divi- 
ding it; let it ſuffice to obſerve 
therein two principall parts , 
Firſt,a narrration of a notorious 
villany , -there was no Ec. 
2 The preſcribing of wholefome 
orders tor the future: conſult, confr- 
der, and give &c. BK. nn 
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In the firſt, rwo commendable 
practiſes of the Iewes commend 
themſelves to our meditation. 

1 Firſt, they were well skilled , 
wcll verſed in the ſeverall ations 
which were done in their country 
before their time, and uſed to 
match & compare one deed with 
another, to ſee which was better , 
which worſe, which-more which 
lzfle vitious; and amongſt the ar- 
my.of finnes behold this in my 
text ſtands like a Saul, ſtands 
higher then his fellows by the 
{ſhoulders upwards. 

Hereinlerus follow the exam- 
plc of the Liraclites, let us read hi- 
ſtories that we be not made an hi- 
ſtory; let us compare the paſſages 
of the time paſt with thote of the 
prelent ag:; foras itis a great ble. 


miſh 


my " 


| trange jujrice,' , Il 
tniſh ina Gentleman though ne- 
ver ſo proper and perſonable, if he 
hath buc ſucha crick in his neck , 
that he cannot turn his face back- 
ward to ſee what is behind him : 
ſo it is a great ſhame in ſuch a one 
as pretends to learning and wile- 
dome, if by the benefit of wile. 
dome he cannot refl-& che eyes of 
his mind backward, and lee thoſe 
things which were done in the 
dayes of his fathers, and in the old 
time before them. You therefore 
that have the chronicle of our 

* kings in your houſes,the Acts artd 
monuments in your balls, con- 
demn them not to a dcsk , as the 
Jews did- their harps to the wil- 
lows, rather for {ight then ſervice, 

K till moths have fretred our che - 


bookes as worms have eaten the 


i ro 
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bodies of thoſe worthy men who 
compiled them ; buc ar your beſt 
leiſure read and peruſe them, Burt 
when you have read all humane 
Authors over, they will be but ſo 
many muddy and brackiſh chan- 
nells to the pure and freſh foun. 
tain of Gods holy word : medi- 
tate therefore in the ſame both 
day and night, wherein alone you 
{hill find ſtories more true, more 
Various, more plealant, more pro. 
fitable, then all other writers anci. 
ent. or modern are able to afford. 

2, The ſecond praiſe-worthy 
practiſe in the Iſraelices is this, they 
kept the ſolemn and conſtant me- 
morial of their coming our of the 
land of Egypt; from which as from 
a memorable ra, and. remarka- 
ble Epoche they ulcd to date , and 
coms- 


Strange J uſtice, 1} 
compute their ſeverall ations z 
not fance the day that the children of Iſ- 
rael came out of the land of Egypt. And 
good realon they had to remem- 
berit; God then beſtowing on 
their fachers a great deliverance, 
who whileſt chey lived in Egypt, 
lived in continuall {lavery, Indeed 
they had meat enough; which 
may ſerveto condemn the cruelty 
of ſome maſters ro their ſervants 
now adayes, who though they 
give them their bellyfull of work, 
will not give them their bellytull 
of victualls. 

The Egyptians dealt betrer with 
the Jewes in this - kind; of 
onions, cucumbers, and the fleſh- 
pots of Egypt, they had their full 
by their own conteflion. Yer their 
life being a bondage mult needs 

: K-23 be 
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be miſerable; liberty being the ve- 
ry life of our life without which 
our life is a continuall dying. Yea 
the coming of the children of If. 
rae] out ot Egypt may in ſome lort 
ſcem to them to have been the cre- 
ation of the world, 4dam was 
made of the duſt of the earth , 
| they then fetch from the clay of 
the earth, whereof they had made 
many hard bricks , though not 
half io hard as the hearts of thoſe 
Taskmaſters, which were ſet over 
them, the world was made of no- 
thing, the Jewes when they came 
out of Egypt, being made for- 
merly for outward reſpects no 
betrer then nothing. And as cheir 
remaining there was miſerable, ſo 
their removi ig thence was nira- 
culous ; wonderfully therefore 


{houd 
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ſhould they have forgot them- 
ſelyes, it they had forgot Gods 
wonders towards them in this des 
liverance, 

And have not wee Engljhmen 
as many and remarkable delive- 
rances as ever the Jewes had? fome 
common with us to all Chriſtans , 
as the ſecond birth day of the 
world at the birth of our Saviour, 
You therefore that are clarks and 
notaries, who in dating of acts and 
inftruments, wich your poſting 
pens make ſuch frequent men- 
tion of the yeat of the Lord, la- 
bour that thoſe words which have 
been ſo often written with your 
hands, may once be written in 
your hearts, with the benefics ac- 
crued to all mankind by the birth 
of our Saviour, Some proper 
K 4 to 
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to this our nation alone, as the dee 
liverance from the Spaniſh invaſi- 
on in 88, Naomi {aid to the men 


of Bethlehem , Ruth x. call me 


not Naomi fair, but call me mara 
bitter, for the Lord hath afflicted 
me, I went out full but return em- 
pty, &c. {ſo might that great flect 
ſay, call me not the invincible Ar- 
mado, but call me the conquered Ar. 


mado ; for the Lord hath puniſhed ' 


my pride , | went out full,the ter- 
rour of the world,but returg empty 
to the ſcorn of all nations, Go then 
you Spaniards, bragge of Lisbon, Bil- 


ba, and Toledo blades; ſure | am 


that then an Engliſh ſword ma- 
naged by the arm of the God of 


heaven was proved to be the beſt 


metcall. Nor leſſe miraculouſly 
from home-bred conſpiracy in the 
_ 93-4  Binorptncs oun- 
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gunpowder treaſon, where the rea. 
' lon onely was intention, but no- 
thing (thanks be to God) broughe 
to execution, but the craytors, Well, 
its ſaid that thipgs written in mar- 
ble are moſt durable in difference 
of time, I would not wiſh to us a 
marble, hard or ſtony heart, but 
ſuch a one as is ſoft, tender and 
pliable, and ſurely this will ſoo- 
ner receive and longeſt retain the 
print of Gods favours unto us,and 
principally of theſe deliverances 
whercin the people of England 
may be {aid to have come out of 
the land of Egypt. 

Now that this finne in my 
text may appear 1n 1ts proper co- 
lours, conſider with me, firſt the 
party to whome the wrong was 
offered was a Franzer; the word 
: ſtran- 
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ſrangerin the very mention of it 
oughtto carry with it a protection 
rom all wrongs; the heathen 
Romans were ſo Chriſtian in 
this kind, that if their enemy 
chanced to enter into their houfe 


in nature of a ſtranger , there was 


a cellation from enmity , during 
his abode under their too?, and re- 
venge gave place to. hoſpitality , 
Secondly ſhe was a woman,& tha: 
ſex may ſeem in ſome ſort to be 
fenced from injury, becauſe it is 
not fenced from'injuries. For ſuch 
is the known weakneſs of wamen, 
that wee count'it weaknefſe in 
men to offer them any wrong,and 
our modeſty is the beſt ſafeguard 
and defence for theirs. Thitdly, 
ſhe was a Levites wife, and me- 
thinks ſome ſhadow of ſacred- 

Fe | neſle 


cares ax 
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neſſe ſhould be refleted from 


him on her, Fourthly ſhe was a- 
buſed: to death; indeed ſhe died 
not preſently, bur before ſhe came 
into the houſe, hex foul got out: of 
her body, and even in our law it 
is murther, that comes within the 


compaſle of a year and a ay; now 


murther you know is a crying 
finne, yea, like Stentor the Grect- 

an, it ſhouteth louder then 5 0. 0- 
ther ordinary — The mon- 


fter mother may {mother her 


child, but when ſhe hath done, 
{he cannot ſmother the mwither of 
her child. Fifthly, abuſed to death 


by awhole city : thoſe are decei- 


'ved who conceive the mulutude 


of off:adors diminiſh the offence. 
Rather the more the ſinners, the 


more heinous the {1goe; the worlt 
finne 
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ſinne thatever was , was the moſt 
generall ſinne that ever was,when 


all mankind together linned at Ji 


once in/Adam: yea 1n our law that 
| which being done by ene ortwo, 
is but a trelſpaſle , committed 


by more afſumes the name of 


a'ryot. Laftly by a whole city of 


Iſraelites: but if they had been FHi- ) 


rvites, or Fittites that had done me 
this diſhonour, then perchance [I 
ſhould have born ic, had they 
been Canaanites or Jebuſites had of. 
fered me this diſgrace, then more 
patiently could I have digeſted 


it , but they pretended to ſerve £21 


the ſame God, and obſerve the 
ſame religion. They were deſcen- 
ded from the loyns of Jacob, and 
iſſued from the womb of Rachel : 
what good doth the ark of God 

| in 


- 0 
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in Shilob, with Levices atending 
before it, Aarons rod, pot 
Hof manna , mercy ſeat with- 
Fin it, if there be a Sodome in Sion, 
Na Bethaven in Bethel, folly 1n 1/rael? 
verily I lay unto you I have not 
tound ſo great an offence no not 
famongſt the Gentiles. Happy 
thoſe poor Armenians which live 
$a thole remote parts, where the 
irill ſound of the goſpel was ne» 
er trumpetted forth, their invin- 
ible ignorance will be an Orator 
ſn theears ofthe merciful] judge , 
Hot wholly to excuſe but much to 

diminiſh their fault, not to prevaile 
Fora full pardon , yet to procurea 

ighter puniſhment, whilſt in the 
ame day they ſhall riſe up, and 
ondemn the Jewes in my texr,(ee- 


ng better by the light of a candle, 


ns *Srageſuſkes a | 
then the Jewes by the beams of 
the (un. 


1 come now to the preſcribing 


future conſi ule, conſider ,and give ſen- 
tence: but firſt wee mult remove an 
objection which here may riſe , 
for may ſome fay, why, is it not 
particularly expreſt in che law of 
Moſes, what puniſhment ought to 
be inflifted upon an whole city, 
when by luſt they abuſe a woman 
to death ? had this been a book- 
. caſe and the penalty preciſeſly ſpe. 


Iſraelites all their pains to conſult 

and conſider, yea this may feem 

to argue the law of God of ſome 

defe&ts and imperfe@ions, that it 

is not adzquate to all occaſions 

and of cxcent large enough forall 
| ne- 


of the wholeſome order for the | 


cified, it would have ſpared theſſ. 
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neceflities, and needs to be patcht 
and peeced with the acceſſion of 


| humane deliberation. For two 


reaſons the particular puniſhment 
is expreſſed, firſt becauſe the ſpi- 
rit of God being charity it ſelf 
charitablely preſumed that no I[- 
raclites would be ſo wicked , the 
heathen appointed no puniſhment 


for parricides, ſuppoſing that ſinne 


could not be committed. Men 
muſt frſt murcher all nature in 


_ themlelves, before they can be ſo 


unnaturall as to murther their pa- 


. rents. Secondly , the mentioning 


of the puniſhment might by (a- 
tans ſuggeſtion, and mans cor- 
ruption be'abuſed'to make them 
commit the fin : ſome finnes are 
lefr our in the law, not becaulc 


| they arecoolictle, but becauſe they 


are 
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are too great; ſhould the puniſh: 
ment of every villanybe put into 
the law, the committing of many 
villanies would be pur into our 
minds, which otherwiſe, might be 
forgotten 3 and finnes puniſher 
would be made fins remembran- 
cer. Yet though this caſe for cir- 
cumftance 1s not ſer down in the 
Bible, for ſubſtance it is in ſeverall 

laces, who ſheddceth mans bloud, 

y man {hall his bloud be ſhed, 
_ Gen. 6.9. now the ſcripture is not 
Written for thoſe that will be idle, 
but for ſuck as comparing one 
place with another, by faithfull 
conlequence will proportionably 
_ extract and deduce , what ought 
to be done in each leverall a&ion 
whole ſubſtance in the bible. is 
recorded , though each' circum- 

ſtance 
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ftance particularly ſer down, And 
now | come to the order tor che 
time to come : but behold in the 
order it ſelf much confuſion ari- 
ſing from the variety of tranilati- 
0n$;you ſhall ſcarce find three bi- 
bles wherein two of theſe words 
are rendred alike : what therefore 
muſt wee do? the belt way to ex- 
pound the text is to praCtile ic, and 
before wee give {entence what 
ſhould be the meaning of thele 
ſeverall words, let us firſt conſule 
with interpreters, and conſider the 
originall. Thc firft word in the 
great Bible , conſult , inporteth in 
the originall a meeting of many 
together, rendred by learned Tre- 

melius, adhibete vos ad iſtud, lertle 
' your ſelves together to this matter. 
The obſervation is this; in mat- 
_” L ers 
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ters of moment we are not ſeve- 
rally to follow our private advice, 
bur jointly to unite your ſelves to- 
gether in conſultation; eyes ſee 
more then an eye ( ſaith the pro. 
verb.) I muſt confeſſe Paphnutius 
with his one eye (for his perſecu- 
tors had bored out the-other ) ſaw 
more in the matter of miniſters 
marriage then the 300 two-eyed 
biſhops aſſembled in the councel 
of Nice. But he was an exception 
from a general] rule . ordinarily 
tow are better then one: yeaSolomon 
the wileſt of earthly kings had his 
councel of aged men, which ſtood 
before him, 1 Kings 12. 6. nay a 
oreater then Solomon may be 
brought for the proof of this 
point: God himlelf, Genel, 1, 26. 
| being about to contract the firſt 
yo- 
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volume of the world into the a: 
brigementof man,called as ic were 
a councel in the perſons of the 
Trinity; let us make man. Had God 
any need of councel ? is not the 
ſame eternall a which is done by | 
one perſon, done by all?or are not 
theſe things rather written for our 
inſtru&ion? ſurely for our inſtru- 
ion they are written, that when 


we enterpriſe things of conſe. 


quence, we may call for and 
make ule of the councels and di- 
rectionsof others ; to blatme theri 
are they, who» raſhly runne on 
their own heads. I cannet bur 
commend the ſwifcnefſe of Abi- 
maaz his feer, 2 Sam, 18; 28. who 
being ſent out of Cuſhi came to 
David before him, yet can [ not but 
diſpraile the ſhallowneſſe of Abi» 
L 2 madg 
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maaz his judgement,who running 
before he had received perie& in- 
ftructions from Joab, came to the 
end of his journey ſcarce with the 
middle of his meſlage, 

Is it ſo then, that we mult con- 
ſult with others2chen moſt lawtull, 
laudable, & neceſſary is the yocati- 
on of them who. are of learned 
councel : for ſhould your filly cli- 
entsbe entruſted w® the managing 
of their'own ſuits, they would cut 
the throat of their moſt Tighttull 
cauſes, even with the ſame ſword 
with which you areable to defend 
them, But may you be pleaſed pa» 
tiently ro heare the beſt ſpirituall 
advice which | freely beſtow upon 
you,'who would be glad to pay 
your fees, and give you deſerved 
thanks for your'councell, it mine 
OC- 
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occaſions ſo required ir, When ſuch 
a cauſe ſhall be brought to your 
hands, as your own conſciences 
ſhall proclaim co be bad, lt Baal 
_ tor himſelf, let in:quity be 

er own advocate ; offer you not 
once to defend them: and when 
the caſe ſhull be good, loole it not 
in the labyrinths of delayes , and 
Meanders of demurrs, but bring it 
the narroweſt cur, the neareſt 
courſe from the firſt motion to 
the finall verdit. I muſt confeſle 
there may be much corruption in 
a feftred ſore, but I dare boldly lay, 
there is more corruption in the 
diſhoneſt Chirurgion , that may 
quickly cure it , but will not for 
his private ends: indeed they 
that hold leaſes by lives, could be. 
content that each life in their leale 


L 3 ſhould 
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ſhould be a Methuſelah fich then 
your gain dependeth on the long 
depending of ſuits, ſome perchance 
may think it more beneficiall for 
you needleſly to protra&t them. 
But know, by the ſpeedy ending 
of them , your gain ſhall be the 
more by being the lefſe ; what is 
wanting in bulk ſhall be ſupplied 
in bleſſing, no diſeaſed tympany 
ſhall ſwell your eſtate, butall. your 
ſubſtance ſhall be ſolid whole- 
ſome fl:{h; all the ſhekels in your 
coffers {hall be ſhekels of the ſan. 
Ftuary , ſuch as you may enjoy 
with content, whileſt yqu live, 
and leaye to your wife, and thrifty 
heirs, when you die. To you there- 
fore it belongeth ro conſult: this 
difters-from the former, conſult is 
with others, conſider is in our 
lc]yes 
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ſelves; for after wee have heard 
What others can ſay, we mult not 
ſopinne our practile on their opi- 
nions, bur we muſt alſo uſe our 
own beſt conſideration, eſpecially 
if ic be in a cale of conſcience 
wherein our own good is particu- 
larly intereſted. And this confide- 
ration is to go before our finall 

ſentence, Before we palle our ut- 
moſt verdict, we are ff [gioully 
to premile a due deliberation in 
our lelyes, as formerly we have 
had z conſultation with others Lec 
us go down and ſee, Gen. 1. 18. 21, 
whether che ſianes of Sodom be ac- 
. cording to the cry which is come 
up unto mee. Our adverſaries of 
the Romiſh Church are too too 
faulcy herein, in giving ſentence 
betore they haye well weighed 
L 4 rhe 
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the cauſe, In the dayes of Queen 
Mary when our land was dark 
with ignorance , and light onely 
with thoſe bonfires which burnt 
the martyrs, a woman in Jerſey at 
the ſtake being deliyered of a male 
child, the ſtanders by took the in- 
fant, and threw ir into the fire : 
matchleſſe cruelty! children when 
newly born are to be baptized 
wich water, not to becaft into the 
fire, or did they take it to be like 
the wiper, Afts 28. which no ſoo. 
ner crawled out of the heat of the 
flame, butS . Paul preſently caſt it 
in again?alas as yet 1t was No viper, 
no poilon in the teeth, no venome 
in therongue, whereby it may do 
hart. Or did they think 'that it 
would take it by kind, becauſe 
his mother(as they termed it) was 

| an 
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an heretick;no finne is ſothroughe 
ly entailed from parent to child ,. 
bur grace andgood breeding may 
break it off, Had they well pondes 
red thole things before hand, per- 
chance they might haye prevailed 
fora reprive, if not for a pardon 
for this child. The Hebrews contra- 
ry to all other nations, read their 
letters back ward, ſothe papiſts in 
their praCtiſe read back ward, and 
invertthe order of my text, and 
inſtead of conſult, give lentence 
and conſider, they firſt give ſea- 
tence, and then conſult and per+ 
chance conſider : and would to 
God all that hated popery hated al. 
ſo this popiſh practiſe; for in ſome 
ſort hereof guilty are they who 
ſeeing one wallowing in {innes , 


raſhly reaſon from theprelencro Ws 
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future, and condemn ſuch a one 
fora reprobate or caſtaway. Let us 
not flatter black and ſay its white, 
nor defame white and lay it is 
black , ler us cell Judab of their 
linnes, and 1ſrael of their tranl- 
gref[1ons; for our callings warn us: 
let us tell a drunkard that he 1s a 
drunkard, an adulterer that he 1s 
_ anadulterer, and that his eſtate is 
deſperate and damnable, if he live 
and dye impenirent in chat'condi- 
tion. But as for their finall eftare' jc 
belongerh not to- us: to give ſen- 
rence of:chem, ic is not for us to 
know thele things which the fa- 
ther hath put in his wn power : 
burif our:iceaſuring faculty be ſo 
ſharp ( on Gods bleſſing ) ler us 
tyra the edge thereof inward:let us 
firſt read a cricicall lecture on all 
; Our 
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our own bad thoughts, words, and 
actions, and then ſhall we have 
leſſeleafure and delight to rome 
and range abroad. 

Now the word confider in my 
text, warrants mee to addrefle my 
ſpeech to you who are of the ju- 
ry: for after conſulc is paſt, atter 
you have heard a caſe debated and 
argued by learned councel, then is 
your duty & conſider ; your way, 
is ſo. hedged on either fide you 
cannot go our of ir, except you 
will wilfully; for you are onely 
conlicionably to find things, accor. 
ding as you hear them alledged 
and proved, and this done your 
. office is diſcharged; bur beware of 
one thing, the being over{[waied 
by one appearing and potent man 
amopgſt you. Barach {aid to Deho- 


rab, 
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rah, Judge./4. 8. if thou wilt go 
up with me, I will goup, but if 
thou wilt not go up with me, then 
will 1 not go up. So too often the 
thereft ofthe jury to one princi- 
pall man amongſt them , pleaſe 
you & tobe for the vlaintiff,, wee 
are for the plaintiff, if you be for 
the defendant, wee are for the de- 
fendant, caſt the priſoner, & wee 
caft him, /accquir you him, and 
wee accquit him: in a word, wee'l 
_ bethewax,- print you upon us 
what impreſſion you pleaſe. Be- 
loved,thele things ought not to be 
ſo; that the priſoner ſhould be 
caſt at the verdi& of twelye men, 
and eleyen of theſe twelve have 
their judgements caſt by the ver- 
di& of one. Look therefore: to 
your {elyes,except others will an- 

* ſwer 
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ſwer to God for your perjury ; for 
to you it belongeth to conſider. 

I come now to the third 
ſtep of the chrone of juſtice , give 
ſentence, where wee may ob. 
ſerve, after due conlultation and 
conſideration are paſt, wee ought 
not ſtill to be neuters & Scepticks, 
but abſoſutely to exprefſe and de- 
clare our ſelves on one {1.;c, as wee 
ſhall ſee moſt occaſion. And yer 
how many be there which haye 
learning too much to be papiſts, 8 
yet religion too little to be goad 
proteſtants? They are loth to ſay 
that Luther is in the right,and they 
areloth to lay that Bellarmine is in 
the wrong. And as God faith of 
himſelf, I am what lam ; ſo may 
it be ſaid ofthcle men, they are e- 
yen what you would have them 
tO 
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to be: nor need wee go wut into 


the wildernefſe to ſee theſe reeds - 
ſhaken with the wind, I am a- 


fraid in our towns beſt traded, pla- 
ces moſt populous , there be roo 
many of them who {pending all 
their life in tedious conlulting,and 


conſidering of points, continue 


more unreſolved hen when they 
veg, & will never give ſcnrence, 
Which word puttech me in mind, 
to apply my ſelf unto your Lord- 
_ ro whom his Highneſle 
2uthority hath committed the 
_ of paſſing the ſentence of 
ife- and death; but I remember 
what John Baptiſt ſaid to our Savi- 
our, Matth. 3. I have need to come 
to thee, and comeſt thou to mee ? 
Is your Honours courteſte and hu- 
militie ſuch as to repair to my 
weak 
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weak pains? when I , whoſe lear- 
ning in law matters is no better 
then ignorance, have need to come 
to you, who are the captains of 
the firſt forme in the tchool of 
juſtice, and therefore need not 
now to learn the alphabet of your 
office: well do you know howto 
weild the ſword in the hands 
when to give aſlanting blow, and 
where to make a down right 
ſtroke, whole actions are a conti- 
nual| web, whereof juſtice & mer- 


cy are the woof, and the warp. 


Leaving thereſore your Lord. 
ſhips, 1 cometo them who come 
to theſe allizes, neither to do nor 
to (uffer, bur onely ro heare and 
behold : when I compare this 
meeting in my text with ours at 
this time, I find a threefold cauſe 
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. for which wee ought to be heart?: 
ly thanktull to the God of heaven; 
firſt, that though there be many {| 
{innes in our land , yet moſt of 
them are perſonall, not like this in 


'  - my text, wherein a whole city. to- 


ether . was jointly engaged. 
Should we have a fas yin 
rally committed by a whole city, 
I am afraid, that tie cable of that 
offence twiſted with ſo many leſ- 
ſer cords of leyerall offendors , 
would be ſo tough and ftrong , it | 
. would almoſt make the ſword of 
juſtice turn edge before it could cut 
through it, God daily diminifh 
the {innes of our land , that they 
may be fewer for number , leſſer 
for meaſure, lighter for nature, and 
may, our eyes live to ſee our 
churches more full , our priſons 
more 
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more emptie. Not to flatter our 
ſelves, we are a {infull nation, fel- 

| lonies amongſt us are frequent, & 
murther ſometimes, ( and were 
they neyer {o {eldome, they were 
too often(yet beit ſpoken to Gods 
plory,theſe be private ſinnes, not 
City villainies as this of the Gibeo- 
nites:not but that we Engliſhmen 
are as wild, and as untamed hor- 
ſes as ever the Iews were, but that 
God is pleaſed to hold us with a 
ſtronger bridle, & curb of his re- 
ſtraining gracethen he did them. 
Let him therefore have all the 
honout of the a&tion. - 
Secondly, we ſee the poor Le- 

| | vite was fainto ſend for juſtice 

* | abroadand about, from Dan to 

* | Beerſheba with much care and 

* | coſt:chadtheallowance of thisLe- 
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vice been no larger then the poor 
pirrance of ſame curates and vi- 
cars amonght us, this one charge 
would have exhauſted his two 
yearcs revenues: bur let us thank 
Godthat juſtice is brought home 
ta our doors. When 1 have ſeen 
wg what tedious paces 6c wea- 
ry thighs poor people have patn- 
fully clicned _ > aa ct | 
ſeep aſcent to the town of Shaft - 

bury.in this countysto bring wats 
to. the towns then have | com. 
mendedthe conveniency of thoſe 
cities, which feated in champian 
places have, water at. will; then 
have I pxaiſedthe commoditie of 
thole houles whereturn thecack, 
and plenty owes at pleaſture: fo 
when I conſider the greattrauble 
of the Levite in my text, to fend 
'N 
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about for juſtice , then havel juſt 
cauſe to praiſe Gad-for the benefic 
of our itinerarie jadges w® with- 
out our coft , or procuring, bring 
juſtice home unto us. If any in 
this fence doth #1bzy Morauwoiny, 
behold the cup is at his momh, 
ker him drink his fill. 

Thirdly, the cauſe of all this 

raiſcheif is. ſer down in the firſt 
yerle, becaule-there 'was no king 
in l[rael4a tyrannie is to be pre- 
ferred before an anarchy: for a 
commonwealth to want a chief, 
it1s the chief of all wants , eyery 
man will do what he liſts, none 
what he ſhould, Too much liberty 
would make men ſlaves to their 
own lufts; Weſtminſter hall would 
. be turned unto the Gluttons kirch- 
mm: ina word, compared to this 
þ M 2 con- 
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confuſion, that of Bable may juſt- 
Iy ſeem an exa&t modell of me. 
thod. But ( thanks be to God Jour 
happineſle wall appear the greater, 
if we conſider the ſtate of forreign 
countries, divided from us no leſs 
in condition, then by the ſea;look 
upon high Germany which ever 
Prometheus like hath a cruell ea- 
gle feeding upon her entrailes : Is 
this the civil law, wherein nothing 
flands good but violenta paſseſ- 
50, and firma ejeftio * where 
ſouldiers keep. Term all the year 
long, and ſcarce make a ſhort 
vacation in the dead depth of 
winter 2 whileſt thus the : con- 
tinent. is drowned with woes , 
our happy ifland is dry ; the 
waves rage round about us, 
but thanks be tro God none 
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runne over us; wee are more 
{afe under our vines, then cur 
neighbours in their caſtles, 

Oh let us take heed that wee 
take not a ſurfet of our own 
 happineſle, bur be heartily chank- 
full to God, and expreſſe our 
thankfullnefſe in the reformati- 
on of our lives. But what go 
I about to do? this is none of 
Joſhuas day wherein the ſun 
> ſtands ſtill, time will wait at- 
tendance on none ; and [am pri- 
yy to the undiſpenceableneſſe of 
your occaſtons , wherefore the 
halfe of my text ſhall be che whole 
I will add at this time, conſult, cone 
ſider, and giv: ſentence. 


FINIS. 


